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Defign, and 11 57 his Ca Mp whe. | 
there being no ſure Way'of walking in all the Com- Luke i. 6. 
mandments and Ordinances-'of the Lord blame- 
leſs, than to know rightly <what is the Will of God. 

The Holy Ghoſt: hath recorded the 'Nobleneſs of "the 
Bereans /o all Ages, becauſe they.received the Word Ats xvii. 
r 


tion, that their ſo recerving i, was, from their - 
daily ſearching - the Scriptures, whether - thoſe 


Things were fo; Aud the Anathema which chſes =. 


the whole Canon of Holy Scripture, denounces, that 


If any Man ſhall add unto theſe Things, God Rev. xxi. 


ſhall add unto him the Plagues that are written 18, 19 


in this Book; as well at that if any Man ſhall 
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q of Marriage the fame Tw M. 
fore and after its Conſummation. On the one 
we are bid to, believe, that -previgus to its Selm. 
nization, the Parties to enter into that 


diffrent ae © 
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Holy Eftate, are hardly to ſuffer the Thoughts 4 \ 


 Carnality 40 come under theip I 6's 
are told, by no f. Authority than the Office in 
| Publick Liturgy, in the introduFory Diſcourſe to 7 
uſed by the Pricft,, that. we muſt: geo: it: only. in, a 
Spiritual: Light, as. a Significatian, of the Nfg! 
Union, between. Chriſb and his Church, and as 
ſuch, due are forbidden. to take it in hand: unnd 
viſedly, or lightly; and particulaꝶi with, m ex. 
preſs dran of. the lune of Jide, Mae 
Carnal Appetites, but reverently, diſcreetly, 
zHviſedly, ſoberly, and in the Fear ob: God, 
duly conſidering. the R dubich if; ua ordained. 
Aaveeable lo which. Almonitium, one of: the: Cauſes 
there immediately fallowing, and which. in, the enſuing 
Traf ue ſhall ſhew io le the Chief aud: Principal 


Cauſe and End of Marriage is, that: it was, or- 


dained for the mumal Society, Help. and Com- 
fort that the one ought to have of the other 
both in Proſperity: and Adverſity. N new, 4. 


if one more. Myſtery were. in it, then hag. yot: lm 


diſcavered,. on than is diſcouerabit by the: Regjan of 
Mankind, allo“ that Reaſon be given him fraw 
Cad, for bis Guide: through. this World, as fawn as 
the Prieſt has tied: the Marriage, Nut, ue art 
talked to, in a Strain quite waritd: fri. the Far- 
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Part of the M) as tht ty one Magical Tran} 
mation, - the Curnal Part were the only Cement | 
| and Be of this Myſterious Union : Fer” then let the 
mutual Society, Help, and Comfort, that the 
one ought» do have of the oer Bork n Fuß. 
rity and Adverfity,«be never ſo entirely wanting 
it there bp e "mak Coefiy 1 al 
?ofible Signification of the Myſtical Union be- 
tween Chriſt and his Church; et "never jo many 
other Matters appear, which, before the Prieff's | 
Ceremonial Words had been pronounced, would by all 


Mankind have been adjudged to be ſuch Impediments, 


as that the Parties could not be joined together by 
God, ner their Matrimony be eſteemed lawful ; 
Yet ſtill, fo long as the Carnal Part quadrates, the 
Vinculum Matrimonii fil continues in full force, 
from that Carnality. only, which before Marriage was 
not to be am Part of the Conſideration or Motive to 
marry 3 or ang e N 
Carnal Cauſe alone. 


Heeo couradattory ſorver this be to Right Reaſon, 1 


not 4% ſay Common Senſe; yet ſuch is the Temper of 
Mankind, that xohoſerver ſpoil hove the Hande to 
flart 4 Theorem 4 ways. gain 

Opinion of the Ape, '+s ſure 10 Y 5 Colts Oppoſition 
enough from Prepoſſeſſion, even where Reaſon is 
ready to yield. We cannot therefore better conclude 


W's 5 than in the Words. 9 | 
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5 << wat ſa. much uſe 


|  * good Natur! Senſe, to diſtinguip 1 Falk | 


** berejn.: 1 often happens that Scholefhick Education, 
& like a Trade, does fa fix a Man in 4 | 


„M. that be is not fit to judge of any Thing that | 
& hes out. of that Way; and ſo his Learning. le- 


1 comes a Clog to his Natural Parts, and males bin 
more indocile, and more incapable of new Thoughts, 


< than zboſe that have only the Talents of Nature. 


Ju Reaſoning, and a generous Love of Truth, 


e robether *vith or without Erudition, is that which 
mates us moſt competent Fudges of what is true. 


* Aud further than this, in the peruſal hereof, as 
<< 76 the Author, as much Candor as you pleaſe ; 
& but as 10 the Work, we * nothing bur Am- 


6 tion and prints; 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON THE 


INSTITUTION 
O F 


MARRIAGE & 


PLE HE Holy Eftate of Matri- 
129 64581 mony having been inſtituted 
a 7 "a of God in the Time of Man's 
[58 Ng Innocence, ſignifying unto 
— as the myſtical Union that 

is betwixt Chriſt and his Church, as the 
Liturgy of the Church of England ſpeaks, 


in the eftabliſh'd Form of Solemnization 


thereof; and being an Inſtitution which is 


to continue to the End of Time, is there- 


fore neceſſary for all Men to form a true 
Judgment of: Both thoſe who intend to 
1 enter 


8 


to conſider the Duties incumbent upon 
in that Eſtate: And this, for the quieting 
of their Minds, under any Doubts, Which 


the various Occurrences of Life may ſub- 
ject them to. For which Purpoſe, we con- 


ceive there cannot be à better Method 
taken, than what in the following Tract we 


ſhall attempt. 


Firſt, to conſider what are the Euds of 
Marriage ſet forth in Holy Scripture; " 
and what Lualifications are requiſite in the 
Parties entering into that Eſtate, to apr 
citate them to anſwer thoſe Ends. 

Secondly, to ſearch into that” Sicred 
Book, whether this be ſuch an Eſtate, as, 
when once enter'd upon, becomes 'abſ- 


lutely indiſſoluble during the Joint-Liyes of 


the Parties; or may afterwards be rendered 
null and wid, and from what Cauſes,” 
Thirdly, whether in any, and what Caſes 


or Circumſtances, either Party, is at Liberty 
to live ſeparate from the er 

Bond of W br oy! is exiſting. 

| Fourt 10, 


o while the 


Po 3 


ente into Ae abe the better to Pers 

in their Thoughts a right Apprehenſion of. 
the Engagements they ate thereby to take 
upon them; and likewiſe thoſe he are 


already upder the Tye ef Wedlock, duly 
them 
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CEE: 
— to examine what Objecions may 
be to the Opimions which, from Scripture 
and Reaſon, we ſhall have formed; und th 
give ſuch Anſwers as, ſhall ſeem to us, co 
be agreeable with Truth. And then con- 
clude with a brief Recapitulation: Leaving 
it to every Man's Conſcience" to judge as - 
impartially, as the Aarhor has enden voured, 
throughout the Whole, to deliver his fincere 
Sentiments; carrying along with him 
through this Work, the Remembrance that 
he is to anfiver nh leſs for this Undertaking, x 
than for all his ie Action, a ths den 
To my Firſt, We find, that ra 
the ſeveral Ends of the Infitution of Mar- 
rage, as they are ſet ſorth in Holy Scrip- 
ture, and, as thence collected by the Church 
of England, ate ſtated in her Offioe for the 
Solemnization of Matrimony; and which 
are indeed all the Ends imaginable for fuch 
an Inſtitution, are theſe Three. 

Firſt, Ir was" ordained for the Procrets in 
tion of Children, to be brought up in the 
Fear and Nurtars of the Lord, and 1 the 
Praiſe of his Holy Name.. 

Secondly, I was ordained” fur 4 fk / 
nech againſt Sin, and to avoid” Fornicd- 

B 2 tion, 


[+] : 
tion, that ſuch Perſons at haue not" the 
Gift of Continency, might Marry, and-keey 
ee defied Monbers of ri 


ah W * t Was ee for- the mu- 


oy Society, Help, and Comfort that the 


_ Proſperity and. Adverſity. 
Let us briefly conſider each of them, | 
it Ang, Firſt, I was ordained for the Pro- 
creation. of Children, to be brought up in 
the Fear and Nurture of the Lord, and to 
the Praiſe of his Holy. Name. 
Which End of Marriage, we find men- 
| tioned inthe firſt Inſtitution thereof in Para- 
Gen. i. diſe, i in theſe Words: So God created Man 
27 28. in his own Image, in the Image. of God 
created he him : Male and Female created 
he them. And God bleſſed them; and God 
ſaid unto them, be fruuful and multph and 

repleniſh the Earth. . 

Now this End of „ a8 ſuted by 
our Church, conſiſts of tu Parts; the meer 
Procreation of Children, and the Religious 
Education of ſuch Children. 


To take theſe two Parts cons, 


5 ſeems not at all the Intent of the Church in 
this Account of the End of Marriage; for 
1 ” that 


3 


one ought to have of. the other, W 
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Ter: 

that if the Procreation of Children alone, 
and diſtin from the pious Education of 
them, were to be One End of } 
there does not appear any poſſible Religious 
Reaſon why that Propagation might not 
have been left to Mankind in the fame 
Latitude as that Act of Nature is to the 
Animal Part of the Creation, and probably 
might ſo, have as fully anſwered' the Bleſ- 
ſing or Command to be fruitful and mul- 
tiply, as by confining it to Marriage, from 
which many Perſons, on unblamed Tem- 
poral Conſiderations of Prudence, do ab- 
ſtain, whoſe natural Conftitutions would 
be much more likely to ſupply the World 
with robuſt healthy Generations of Man- 
kind, than can be expected from ſome mar- 
ried Couples. And the chief End of Man's 
Creation being, that by ſerving his Maker 
here, he may be by him made eternally 
happy hereafter, the training up of Chil- 
dren thereto, muſt be much more the Intent 
of Marriage, than the bare Propagation of 
them; the one, tho/"equally neceſſary, being 
in Dignity inferior, and only, in order to 
the other: And therefore we may reaſon- 

ably believe, that the Intention of the 


Creator, i in eftabliſhing the Eſtate of Matri- 
B 3 mony, 
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mony, was, that by the joint Cres and 


Study of the Parents, linked in all the Tyes 


of mutual Affection, the Children might 
have the Principles of Piety and Religion 


inſtilled into them more - advantageguſly, 


than could, with any probability, be ex. 
pected in ſuch à promiſcuous Manner of 


propagating Mankind, as would have been 


without this Inſtitution. 


This End of Marriage then 8 


neceſſafily taken altogether, as one intire 


Poſition, tho as principally regarding the 
latter Fart thereof, to which the. Former is 


but ſubſervient: And as ſuch, it is requiſite, 


in order to the anſwering this End, that 


Care of, and educating their Children, as 


well as to be the Inſtruments of their Being. 


But now, the Care and Education of Chil- 


dren, both with reſpect to their Bodies and 
Minds, is by Nature given all along to the 
Mother, in a much greater Proportion than 
to the Father: For, not to mention the 
firſt Indication of Nature, in having allott- 
ed to the Mother ſo much a greater and 
longer Part in what is previous to their com- 


iag into the World, than ſhe has to the 
Father; in their moſt tender Age, the Care 
| EU then 
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then due to them is ſuch, 3 N 
not at all capable of performing ; and from 


thence, through all the Stages leading to 


their Age of Maturity, it ſeems to be 
chiefly the Mother's Province to manage 
both the Care of their Bodies, and the Cul- 
tivation of their Minds, ſhe being by Na- 
ture appointed to a more Domeſtick Life 
than the Father, to whom other Affairs 
become his more immediate indiſpenſible 
Duty, and who not ſeldom (of what Rank 
ſoe ver he be) has ſuch Duties incumbent on 
him, with regard either to the Publick, or 
his own particular private Concerns, as muſt 
neceſſarily employ his Time, and draw his 
Thoughts abroad, and which he ſhould be 
criminal in neglecting, tho' ſuch Neglect 
were purely to mind that other Part of his 
Duty, the Care of his Children: And what 
ſoever Leiſure a Man may have for apply- 
ing himſelf to that Care, yet there are 
numerous Parts of the Buſineſs and Thought 
neceſſary to the due Education of them, 
eſpecially of the Daughters; as a Man can- 
not, and ſome which would be indecent for 
the Father to ſeem to have any regard to. 
But if the Education of Children were as 
incumbent”: upon, as being by God and 

A Nau 


1 81 
Natüre made as much the Province” of the 
Father, as it is of the Mother; yet when 
a Father has taken all the Pains, and been 
as induſtrious and aſſiduous in his utmoſt 
Endea vours for the well breeding up his 
Children, as by his own Abilities, and his 
conſtant invoking the Divine Aid, he is 
capable of being; yet ſtill, if he be linked 
to a Woman of ſich natural Diſability of 
Mind, and of ſuch an evil and malicious 
Spirit as to diſcharge no Part of the Duty 
of a Wite, and who particularly is not only 
totally remiſs in taking Care of her Chil- 
dren, but corrupts their Morals by the evil 
Influence of her Indiſcretions or Malice, and 
' who muſt be fo conſtantly amongſt them; 
ſhe may, and probably will, in a few Hour, 
outweigh and defeat all or great Part of 
the good Effects of many Months or, Years 
Labour and Study of the Father for the 
C good of his Children: Since there is nothing 
| more certain, than that Example has much 
£ more Operation upon Children, than the beſt 
3 Frecepts that can be laid down to them. 
1 = Ir appears therefore, that ſuch a Wife, is 
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Example, If bor eil Inflrittions 6d en; Ws. 
that there" is nothing can be a greater Ob= 
ſtruction and Impediment, or be more like- 
ly to defeat the Attainment of this End 
viz. the bringing them up in the Fear and 
Nurture of the Lord, and 10 the Tragt of 
his Holy Name. © © 
Another End of Marriage, we find men- 
tioned in the firſt Inſtitution thereof, in 
theſe Words: And Adam ſaid; this is now Gen. ii, 
Bone of my Bone, and Fleſb f my Fl. 
She ſball be called Woman, becauſe ſhe was 
taken out of Man. "Therefore ſball a Man 
leave hir Father and r. and ſball 
cleave unto his Wife ; and they ſball by 
one Fleſb. "And. is this Faves Dy ou * 
Church. 
Secondly, I was „ee! fors a PR 
againſt Sin, and to avoid Fornication ; 
that ſuch Perſons as have not 'the Gift of 


 Continency might marry,” and keep eee, 
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undefiled Members of Chriſt's Body.” : : 
| The former End may be ſaid, in Gy; ET. 
Senſe, to be Compulſory, or laying a Duty ' at 2 4 


on ſuch Perſons to Marry, as are capable. t 1h 4 1 
propagating their Species, and diſpoſſſπë e Fi 
cducate their Children in the Fee e „ 
This Son! End e 
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ſtri&-Obligation to enter into Wedlock, as 


of Direction how to avoid Sin, anly when a 


Perſon finds he cannot live a in 4 
ſingle State. 


Now it muſt be Sond in —_— both 


from Reaſon, as well as. the Word of God, 


that there is much more likelihood to avoid 
Fornication, where a Perſon has in Wed- 
lock a Meet-Help of gratifying his or her 


' Carnal Appetite, than in a State of Celi- 


bacy : But then, rightly to avoid Forni- 
cation, or to be pure and chaſte in a Goſpe/ 
Senſe (which is what we muſt preſume the 
Church to have principally in her Inten- 
tion, unleſs ſhe would lead the Souls of her 
Children irito Error, inſtead of nouriſhing 


them with the ſincere Mil of the Word) 
we are to conſider, that the coming of Chriſt 


in our Nature, was chiefly to reform Man- 
kind in the inward Frame and Diſpoſition 
of their Minds; that by the Precepts he has 
given us, WE are required to be chaſte in 
our Thoughts, as well as in AF: and that 
according to his Laws, the Impurity of 
the Mind is a Sin of the ſame Species (what 
Proportion of Degree it bears, is another 
Conſideration) as a ſinful A: Nay, to 


ſpeak properly, it is the OY of the 


Mind, 


[ ax } h 
Mind, in which conſiſt the very; Eſſence of 

the Peceantneſa or Guilt of any Sin, and nat 

in the Bodily AG for the Conception of Jams i. 
Luſt is what brings forth the Gin.“ And * 

« tho' the firſt ſudden Thought preſented 
« to the Imagination is not to be attributed 
« to us, becauſe there is not time for Rea- 
« fon to interpoſe; yet as ſoon as we aſſent 
dito a Thought, then that Motion of the 
Mind is by us made our n Thought, 
« and if a criminal Thought, makes our 
Minds criminal, tho' fach Thought pro- 
ceeds no further than to be an allowed 
Act of the Imagination only,” 

Now although it neither can with De- 
cency. be expreſt in plain Terms, nor can 
be made gut to others by any ſort of Proof 
or Definition, but muſt depend on the Ve- 
racity of the Man, ſpeaking his Conſcience 
in the Preſence of God; yet it cannot be 
denied, becauſe impoſſible to be contra- 
dicted, that a Woman may happen te be 
of ſuch a Conſtitution, or there may be 
ſuch odious innate Qualities in her, that 
altho' ſhe be capable, and perhaps but 
barely capable, of the Act of Copulation, 
as yet may render her ſo extreamly dif- 
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Wiſe, as of whom he can ſo ſay, with a 


[ 12 ] 

and allay to, inſtead of exciting any Car- 
nal Appetite in a Man, that it may be 
almoſt impoſſible, from any Thing in her, 
for a Man to be heated to ſuch a Degree of 
Defire as to be able to perform an Act of 
Generation, without at the ſame Time ad- 
mitting his Imagination to entertain ſome 
other Idea than what ſuch Woman excites 
in him. A Man then, linked to ſuch a 


Conſciencious Juſtice; and without being 
chargeable of maliciouſly giving cauſeleſs 
Occaſion of Speech againft her, may be re- 
duced to this Dilemma, either not to pay 
aue Benevolence, as required by St. Paul; 
or to do Evil that Good may come, which 


is forbidden by the fame Apoſtle, with a 


moſt vehement Deteſtation: Unleſs it ſhould 
be granted, which would be pretty bold to 
affirm, that the indulging or entertaining an 
impure Thought, when only with intent 
to bring himſelf to a capacity of perform- 
ing an Act of Duty, ceaſes to be a Sin, from 


the Purpoſe and Intent of it, which if done 
without that Intention, would be ſinful. 


But no conjuncture of - Circumſtances 


« whatſoever (ſays a great and learned 


„ Prelate) can make that expedient to be 


« done, 


[ 23] 
done, or thought, at any Time, that 
« is of itſelf and in the Kind mνν,—, 
not even ſor the Maintenance of the 
« Lives of ourſelves or others, nor yet, if 
« that could be imagined poſſible, for / the 
„Salvation of 8 Soul, no nat for" the Re- 


« demption of the whole World. 
the Gab, 


As then this may happen{to be 
this ſecond End of Marriage is 
attained, in as much as that a Man finds 
not a Remedy for the Sin of Fornication, 
taken in our Saviour's Senſe, of the inward 
Impurity and Lufting of the Mind. And 
therefore, if a Man ſo wedded, does, in the 
rſe of many | Years Marriage, wherein 
has frequently been neceſſarily abſent 
his Wife many Months together, upon 
that Experience find, that by a total, or long 
ion from her, he can, not only refrain 
ſrom any forbidden Act, but is leſß ſubjedt 
to any impure Thoughts." or Inclinations, 
than when he cohabits with ſuch .a Wiſe 
as with whom he can have no deſite of 
Copulation; and that in compelling him- 


ſelf to Acts of Generation with her, his . 


Inclinations receive leſs, Allay and Satif- 
faction than by. a total abſtaining; ( For 


5 * Nn is a very e 44 


* the 


[24 ] 
the Nature of all Habits, Good, Bad; br 
Indifferent, that the Cuſtom and frequent 
Practice of any Thing, begets in us a 
« Faculty and Eaſineſs in doing it, it bends 
the Powers of the Soul, and turns the 
Stream and Current of our Animal Spirits 
« ſuch a Way, and gives all our Fueul- 
ties 4 Tendency and Pliableneſs to ſach a 
Sort of Actions:“ and thereſore, by a 
total Abſtinence, he may be weaned from, 
or leſs under Subjedtion to the POwer of 
thoſe Thoughts, which the frequent Repe- 
tition of the Act muſt needs give His Mind 
a bent unto; for which, if it do not meet 
with a Complacency in the Wife, it will 
naturally crave for it elſewhere. I the 
Caſe then be thus, it ſeems: to be am In- 
dication from Heaven, that it is allowable 
for ſuch a Man, under ſuch Circumſtances, 
to refrain Cohabitation with ſuch à Wiſe; 
and that in ſuch refraining, his Purity 1 
preſerved by a ſupernatural Power. For 
as we are on the one Hand to be careful 
not too for wardly to attribute an indiffe- 
rent ARtonto'the irtimediate Influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt When probabI it may be 
from ſome” natural Cauſe our Gen 
Power; ſo on cke 6thet Hand ace we to 
take 


CC 
take heed of W 0 obſerve the Pro- 
vidence of God imperceptibly NID 
his Creatures from Sin: For we dee 
attribute all the Good we ae thy ds Y 
ſtraint from all the Evil we forbear,- not at 
all to ourſelyes, but intirely to the Grace 
of God; we have ftill the more Cauſe to 
impute to the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, 
our ing from ſuch Sins as are, in a 
greater Meaſure than others, out of our own: 
Power, and by our on Strength, to for- 
bear: and if preſerved by the Divine 
Power, may piouſly be believed to * 
acting coformably to the Divine Mal. 
A Wie then, by Cohabitatioi rg 
whom, a Man experimentally finds to bey 
rather an Incentive to ſome Impurity of the 
Mind, than a Reſtramt from that Sim of 
Fornication; Which is this ſecond. End of 
Marriage to remedy ;/ ſeems no ways to an- 
ſwer this'End, but rather becomes a Snare 
and Temptation to lead à Man into ſome 
Irregularity (of che Mind at Gall yon. 
bited by the Law of God. 011 
Another End of — woiahdi find 


in theſe Words: Au ib Lord Ou ſaid; Gen. ii. 


eee good that" Mans frond bt aloe" 
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An&is'thus ftated| by our Chur? 


Society, | Help, "and 
ought to haue of the ther, leb n Prof 
feng Adverſny." * SI DT: 

This, altho' placed by our. Church as: 
the Laſt; in her Enumeration, (for hat 
Reaſons we don't. now Enquire) yet is in it- 
| felf both the moſt Nob/e, ' moſt Unzverſal, 


and likewiſe the Primary End of Marriage, 


intended of God in the Inftitution; and is 
ſo admitted to be by pious and learned 
Men; ——— aus 1 nnn 
ſmall Degree neceſſary for n Ae 
other two Ends thereof. . 
That it is the moſt Noble End; 8 
far the Pleaſures and Comforts of the Mind 
and Soul, are valuable beyond the Gratifi- 
cation of a Bodily Appetite common to 
Humane Nature with Brute Creatures, is 


ſo ſelf-evident, that it can be denied by 


ſunk into Fleſh and Senſe. 117 201 3 
That it is the moſt Univerſal, as being 
the only End of all the three, hich can 
| conſtantly. and perpetually attend all Mar- 
_ ringes, is . for that there are OY. 
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ef both: Seher S 


Lanz beyond the Poſſibility of having 
| Children,” and as little Likelihood of 'nexd- 


ing a Remedy againſt: Fornication ;- and 


therefore in ſ#ch, ' thoſe wo Ends. have no 


Place, while yet ſuch Marriages, where none 
but this one'End. is attainable,. are not cen- 
demned, either as unlawful. or ine cpedient. 
Nor may we here omit to obſerve, that. 
in the moſt ſanctiſied Wedlock which has 
yet been, or ever will be, fince the firſt 
Eſtabliſhment, till the ultimate Period of this 
Holy Ordinance, vix. that of Joſeph with 
the Bleſed. Mother of our Lord, it is by 
many believed, that this was the only'End 
of the Inſtitution, which-in that Marriage 
was either had, or ſought for. ' - © -- 
And being both the moſt Noble and 
moſt Unzverſal, was probably therefore, in 
the firſt Inſtitution in Paradiſe, the Pri- 
mary End intended by the Creator, It it 
not goad far Man to be alone, I will make 
him a Help Meet for him. Which Meet 
Help muſt needs be chiefly for Society, to 
remedy his, Lonelineſs of Converſation; for 
with regard to Carnality, Ae could at 
that Time, when theſe. Words were uttered, 
e Babi any Idea 6 or the 
Want 


| 12 1 $ 8] | 9 
Want of a Meet-Help, while there Wan no = 
QbjeR as yet exifting, to actuats any m 
Appetite in him, which therefore be! pto- 
bably as yet felt not any Motion of, tho 
the Appetite was already implanted in his 
Nature: And the Bleſfing or Command to 

be fromtfil aud multiply, tho placed by 
Meſes precedent. to the other, in lis ſnott 
Recital of the Creation, yet may be: juſtly 
| doubted whether, with reſpect to Mankind; 
it was#firſt pronounced of God; op however 
| ſpaken in point of Time, was no ways diffe- 
.rently conferred: or laid on Man, than on 
the Beaſts of the Earth, and even the 
meaneſt Reptiles; the ſame having been 
pronounced. the Fifth Day concerning, the 
Fiſhes of the Sea, and the Fowls! of the 
Air, being the Day of their Creation; as it 
had- been likewiſe on the third Day, with 
reſpe& to the Fruits of the Earth, after 
they were formed by the Creator: And: if 
by being placed by ſes before the other, 
muſt be neceſſarily underſtood as pronounced 
prior to it, can either relate only to the 
Animal. Part of the Creation, eucluſive of 
Man, or muſt be ſpoken of Man hx way of 
Anticipation only, there heing at hut Time 
(if we are to take every Thing to have 
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Wm 
es Nai "br ode in the wallet 
Oiler whetein Ml jſes telates them) no Wo- 
man Tile for, "Mankind 'to de pr ropagated 


from. 01.2 % "py | 
there is to U0- 


Nd this YArthr Reaſon 
defftand this Meat-Help in the Senſe we 
take it, that in this Account of the Creation, 
his is the only Text wherein we find men- 
tion · of this td of Marriage ; and the ather 
two, Viz. the Procreition of Children, and 
the avoiding Forui ication being elſewhere 
mentioned (as we have re ay ſhewn) the 
Former in 88.1 Latter in C 
ji. 24. If this 5 -Hetp here ſpo oken of 
in Chap. ii. 18. i. to be Ger pol © of eith 
of the e Ends, it would boy, that 
one or b6th of them mult be twice | 
vided for, and this of Soczery, Halp, and 
Comfort, not at all taken Notice of in the 
Account given by Moſes of the Original 
Purpoſes of this Graner yet certain it 
is, that When God Would provide fox an- 
{ering thoſe other Ends of his own Inflitu- 
tion, Which are but temporary, and through 
length of Age in in a Man do often ceale z be 
2 vide at leaft as effectually for that 
| which Will be commenſurate ; with 
what Burdtion th this World; nay, is a 

C2 FPolaculty 
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Er y of Soul "which. i is wen ge 
and be exerciſed by him to all E 

And as this is the moſt Noble, moſt Uni- 
bei, and Primary End; likewiſe in ith 10 
Effemial, as to be in ſome degree neceſſary 
"towards attaining the other 7wo.: For as it 
is not the Body that feels and is ſenſible 
even of ſenſual 1 Pleaſures, .. but, the Soul by 
its Union to the Body that feels them, tho 
the Body be the Inſtrument of them; ſo, 
unleſs cher be ſome thing engaging in the 
Mind of the Perſon with whom Cohabita- 
tion is to be had, there can be fo. little 
- Tndlination to. the bare Corporeal AQ, that 
"we. conceive any Man of the moſt ſen- 
ſualized Soul, if he would acknowledge the 
Truth, muſt confeſs, that after a very little 
" carnal Converſe with the moſt exquiſitely 
' framed Body, the future Courſe” of his Sa- 
tisfaction therein, proceeds chiefly (not to 
ſay wholly) from ſomething he finds plea-. 
ſing in the Mind and Converſation, more 
than meerly in the Body ſeparately conſi- 
dered; and that without ſome ſuch Attrac- | 
tion of the Mind, the natural Deſire would 
No decay. Or could a Man force himſelf 

to repeated Acts of Copulation, under. a to- 
tal Privation of, Peg. Satis 
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tion of bis Mind, and much tore under an” 
invincible Averſion of Appetite towards the 


' Perſon, it muſt neceflarily-render it ſuch a a | 


languid jejune Act, as would probably. pro 
duce only an effete weak Generation of 
Children; ; and whether the Thought that 
the Soul is alſo derived from the Parents b 
true or not, yet from the Influence which. 15 
the Body hath upon the Soul in their Union 

together, muſt, in ſome degree, cauſe weak T 
and debaſed Spirits: Nor could the Father's 
Affection to ſuch Children in all likelihood . 


be ſo ſtrong, as where he begot them with 


a Delectation of Thought; nor his Care and 


Endeavour for the well educati and 
breeding them up, be ſo ſanguine, t 


than as Reaſon and 7 Religion might out-ſway 
the Indolence of his natural Diſpoſition. 
Now ſupf a Wife, who after all poſ-" 


ſible Endeavour of her Husband to teach 


and infuſe into her the Obligations of that 
Relation, is of ſuch a natural Defect of Rea- 
ſon, as to be totally incapable of being, either 
any Converſation, or any ways aſſiſtant or 
uſeſul to her Husband, intirely negligent of, 
and indifferent towards all his Affairs; to- 
tally inſenſible of any Subjection or Duty 18 
ſhe dne Ul n 
Roo | * 


# + 
* f 


He 


L 22. Fg | 
or Langen deen z e haſty 
. F 8 barn, ſarly,. 2 
ilf-ratured ; © Cue MLM 8 

want of f Sen 15 12 9 5 

and Immodeſty, yet angry, when oo, 
thereof; very, gojuſtly reflect 5e on her Huf. 
band's Gpodl- Nate; perfeftly remis ig an 
Care of her Children, and ugh Indif-. 
 cretion, or Malice, iofuſin ing d Notions into, 
them, tending to create, in them a "Con- 
tempt. and Hatred of. their Father, and to 
corrupt their Morals; 5; and, who, through. 
the. whole, Courſe, of, many Years Marriage, 
neyer did an Adion tha that, could rob, 
either like a Defire of ird e Affectioas 
of. her Hughes or; a,Regar her- Mar- 
riage Vows; Such a Wie s is fo far. from an- ae 
eng this. third, End of. Marriage, in any 
one of the three ſeveral, Terms by which 


and Comfurt that, the ode ought to — 5 of, 
the. other, that, ſhe, is diametrically, the 

contrary. to every, one of, them; for nothing. 
can give a Nan leſs, Sqcicty, Help,” and. 
Comfort, than being linked to; ſuch, er 
ſeciable, belpleſs, uncomfortable G 
and, is ſo much words, than, Af lee, 
which, was the Deja Cad  ingrnded, by 


the Church deſcribes, it, of Society, Hag, 


e 


14 


be annihilated, than to live in unconcetvable- 


Torment, the dread: of Miſery having the: 
ation upon Human Nature, 
ſtrongeſt Inclination or A verſion of Nate 


ſtrongeſt 
ſtronget, 1 : 


for the ſtrongeſt Befire of Nature is that of 


Marriage to ce, ay it awe bbb 55 . 


Life, and her graateſt Avecrfion is agzinfl. | 


Death; yet even theſe are overcome / by 
the Dread of” as St. John tells 
that Hy reafow of Tm, Mow foall" | 
Death and ſhall 
deſire to die, and. Death ſball flee from 
them. And in Job, Wherefore is Li 
given to him abs in in Miſery, and Li 
unto. the Bitter" im Sout uhich lung for 
Death,- bus it cometh nor and dig for it 


mote thaw: for bid Treaſurer"; which'rejoiew © = 


exceedingly and are glau when they cal 
find'the Grave © And'iF not lawful to ſepa- 
mto ftom ſuch 4 Wie, has the greateſt 


Rev. ix. 


ſhall not find it; and ſbalte 


job. iii. 
2 Ns 


poſſiBle' Aggravation; from the Cori{{dera- 
tion off its/Daration, to continue for Life; 
far from” this Being any Argument for Con- 


tentment under it, as ſome, who ſtel not 


what uch a Catantity is, do fondly teach. | 


How nell mote miſtrable it is to live 


ith e e tham to be alone, is 


8 clegantly 
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= a K by ee 1. fa. 
al in a Wilderneſs or Corner 4 Hou Top 
rather: ahead with) a contentious, angry, and 
' brawling Woman in a wide Houſe ; and by 
redoubling, to make it more emphatical, is 
Prov, xxy. repeated by him: And again, Aw adiour 
1 450, Woman when foe is married is a Thing the 
21, 23. th cannot bear. And as the wiſe Son 
Eel. xxv. Of Sirach obſerves: A wicked Woman 
23: abateth;the Courage, maketh an heavy Coun- 
tenance, and a wounded Heart : A Woman 
that will not comfurt her Husband in 
diſtreſs, maketh weak na wr ana 
Knees, 

Such a Wife then, as bedber deferitial, is 
fo intirely incapable of anſwering this third 
End of the Inftitution, that ſhe is fitted 
only to be an abſolute Impediment mo tho 
attaining any Degree thereof. . 

If then it be a Man's Lot to meet with 
ſuch a Wife as is an Obſtruction to, inſtead 
of anſwering any of the Ends of this Infti- 
tution ; that is. to ſay, Firſt, that ſhe. is ſo 

totally incapable to take Care of, or breed 
up ber Children in the r 
the Lord, and to the Praiſe of his Holy 
Name, that it muſt be wholly the good 
Providence of God which enn defeat the 
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ſhe is of I ae e, 
ties, as that the Cohabitition with her be- 


comes rather an Incentive to unlawſul De⸗ 4 | 
<1 any \Reftraint ſrom Fornication,” » © 


it is an Impurity and : Straying of the; 
2 And Thirdly, that — 
e boo ut: 1 


in 3 
have ſhewn to be "os 
thereof: We conceive Gel e N 
within his general Inſtitution, tack parti- | 
ale O ſo circumſtanced, as upon Ex- 


oontradictory to every End thereof; eſpe- 
cially to that End thereof, without which, 
the Life'of Man, even in Paradiſe, was by 
God himſeff judged to want ſomething of = 
Compleatneſs : for God ir not the' Author : Cor. 
of Confuſion, but, F Peace. ＋ v1139b £34 Xv. 23. 
Bunt becauſe! whatſoever-the frail, weak, 

and imperfett Wiſdom of Man my daggeſt; 
muſt yield be to the 


perience-appear- in their very Nature to be ö 
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dun in W ace the Edde 
of the fiſt Inſtitution of this Ordinanee, 
to featoh there alfo, and from thenoe bo form 


doch Thoughts as tall occur 80 our Reaſon, | 


on a ſtrious Study of that infaltible:Source, 
and where only we can certainly find; che- 
ther this be an Inſtitutien of dach aw ah. 
lats indi/ſalubls Nature, that in 0 Caſe 


o Ciccunmſtances whatſoever, can-cithes the 


Bend tbewof be looſe; on be juſtifighle 


__ fow the Parties to low ſeparate, the Bond 
way cen. 


fin 


Which Enquiry is verp a to 7 
made, decauſe, where: the Caſe happens to 
be ſuch/'as: that 0 of the Budi of this 


Inflitution can, be: attained; it is impollible, 


while we | are Men, - and: haur that unal- 
terable Principle of Selfdove;: and: deſire of 


Hxppineſs implantes in us; a/Principle both. 


innbeant, and commendable, while! kept 
within the: Bounds ſee to it by the G tor; 
we ſay it is impoſſible for: Humane Nature 
not to deſire a Releaſe from whatſdever it 
dee, eee per Nr e 3725 | 
ſite to its Happineſs," 

Now it muſt/ he 


eee rooting on te 


own 


mn is cider few 4 


ah) 
oyry Natyfe immmtahle, and bebe | 
but. on the, Lawgines's Wil 
Pleaſigs,, ho dad ther Power, br Flee | 
the Hate. of Matrimony 3: the- begillatos- 
might, att any. Tie, xclay and. th 
Bounds thesgph, as, ta hi Willems faul 
ſcem, fit, and. he. Hſiſtsgti with the Intentiau/ 
of, his; qwn· Inſſitut ien. wid HI 
ragementete; his Hoi. note 
It muſt be granted, — _ 
Inſtitutipn one: eflppluked, hy- they Ni vine 
Legiſlator, altho, by. higſelft alteahie,. vat: 
will, neves, afterwazds; be by, higy 1ndes;ds 
ſuonger and; more, gbligatprpy, than chi 
e rg luis mad 
Ir: IR I ing, anden larging: 
the orjgingl an Inſtigation it 
notwithſtanding, be; fil, eſterxed/ the ſan 1 
yet the lie canngt; he, ids, wherroar Ig | 
tutjon is; reggdgredyfipiftgs. and Wars ische 
lube, tha b idle Eta 
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td z "which Latter, would be fuck a 
Refledtion, as is not to be caſt on tie un- 
erring Wiſdom of God. And therefore, 
that whatſde ver Alterations our Bleſſed Lord 
might make in the Latitudes wflich had 
been allowed to the Jewiſh Nation, in the 
Ordinance of Marriage; that yet he never 
intended to carry it into any ffricter Obli- 
gation, than ee its W 
bliſnment. nn 

, "Ft ee Thirty, That in all 
the Poſitive Laws given of God, they are 
given to us conſidered as Men endued with 
all thoſe innocent Faculties, Affections, and 
Averſions which were originally implanted 
in our Nature: And that it can never be 
confiſtent with the Juſtice of God, to lay 
Laws on Mankind, which from our Nature, 
as framed by himſelf we are utterly unca- 
pable of obeying ; nor with his M iſdom, to 
require by a poſitrve Law, any thing re- 
pealing his own immutable Laws of Nature, 
however he may pleaſe by poſitive Laws 
to direct us in the due Government of our 
natural Faculties; and therefore that all his 


F Laws, howſoever at firſt they may 
1 . in a Senſe 
reconeileable 
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he has given us. ate tz 8 
#50 Conſequences hereof, it muſt Fon 
be „Fam. That in all ge 
to Maſters, Children. to Parents, Wives 
to Husbands, Subjects to their Prince; let 
the Commands be never ſo expreſs and full, 
never ſo general and extenſive, there will 
be always room and neceſſity for Limita- 
tions and Reſtrictions, ariſing from the Nes- 
ſon of the Command, and the Nature of the 
Subject Matter; as we ſhall . ere. 
in the Sequel of this Diſcourſmme. 
And it muſt be granted, Fiſthly, That ru 
the Tyes and Relations of Nature, are 
ſtronger and more immutable than tied 6 
poſurue Inftiturion only, which have no 
Force but from their Inſtitution. 
But now, although the Relations: of 
Nature are indiſſoluble, as of Parents and 
Children, it being impoſſible even to Omni- 
potence itſelf to make a Parent or Child 
ceaſe being ſuch, while the Parties continue 


in being; yet while that Relation continues, 
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6 there may be a Relaxation in the Obligation 

ä to the Duties thereon „ for tho“ 
I e | 
F f , Relations, 
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therefrom, as that they de, in nen 


deem, acken as inſbpuvidle, yet &"there, 


4n Aa Spvech, a Diſtiri@ion te "be: 05 
aerweds Na αον Dunes being u Sort af 
Sth anion um the Nelutien, 1b s thut 
»he: GHπντ]¼]i˙m to theft Duties cant poſ- 
Kbly exiſt, che Neiuriun tot exiſting; but 
ees nedoſſarily cenſe when the Rebition it- 
ſolf eeaſes: but we coe, Ve it to be bthet- 
ile as to a Rehitien, cat kr May in ſome 
'Gafes c, when the 60 the we- 
inmide Duties theredf may, Throdgh warti- 
cular concumence of Uitcumſtanden, be 
either ai, or faſprnubdʒ 1 in the pre- 
ent. Jaſtanoe of Parerits and Childien, in 
which, altho'the Relative Duties mutual 
-owing between them, are both from Na- 
ture, and alſo ſo fully frem the wirren 
Law of God, as that they might bed: to 
be of inſlitution too, wett not this Latter, 
-as ie weaker, merged in the Former, as 
the Stronger 5 yet even Hete, where the 
Obligation is from Nature, and therefore 
from God in thie higheſt higheſt Seinſe, it 
Will hardly be denied, that there may hap- 
pen ſuch an ummmural erhel Failure, even 
aa Pert — * 
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withftandirig the Soporlority of the Paten 
and on the Pave uf the Child may be uh 
2 rebellious, diſobedient Depbrtmenty m 
may nuch more the Parents: Scop in 
the Duties o Ris Sale: Rad hure been 
Inftlahces ow | exe” Put, d agen as te 
paſs withour Cenfare/''* For ther i n By Fleet. 


* reciprvoat- Duty obliging eattr Purty : Be. 

3 ern he: -e 

8 vice or Obedience from another, withour 
being at the fame Fime: obfiged to do 

him fome-good Furn for it, or for l 


any tag four another as & Duty, 6 
« whon he. does not atfh owe” 
« by way of Duty; for in all Relativis 
« whether" natur or civil, each Party is 
„ mutually, tho' differently bound 0 eavh 
« other's and alt the ſeveral: Duties: of 
„ Nelsons af all Sorts (none im ti World 
« excepted, no not that between the G 
„Gra and His Cream) do mutuully 
© infer cacl ative, and are thetefbro due, 
and paid fou they Suk e of uch Ot er 

e ec e 00114) eee 
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« Relation in the Word, but thee is u Pee, 


ing done it already: 5 8 


Chiltf's \ withdrawing hi Obedience; u . 9 


4 

1 
: 2 | 
* i 
< Lf 

gh 
: _ 

; 

£ 

| 
b 5 N 

ö 
| by 
K | 

, 

” 


: 
A * * =" 
+ 7 ww m_ 
4 > 


"T3 


Being then thus in Nature, ir mag be N 


| e in Naser mutual 


or Relations which are of Inſtitution eh. — 


in which there ſeems a 
not only in the diſſolubility of che Relation 
itſelf, contracted by ſuch Pact, but in the 
Relaxation of the Obligation the one Party 


is under to the perſormance of the Duties 


of that Relation on his Part, where he 
meets with no intention or endeavour of re- 
turn of any of the Duties owing: to him 
from the other Party, who is reciprocally 
under the ſame individual ſtipulated Tye 


to him. Here we apprehend, that upon 
a4 total failure of the one Party, the other 
Party though he may pay, yet cannot be 


Kid 8 to oe any of the Duties which other- 
wiſe would be incumbent on him, but is 


wholly diſchatged and releaſed from the | 


Obligation to thoſe Duties, even while the 
Relation itſelf continues in force. For it 
is both natural and ſeems reaſonable, for 
« one Party to negle& and omit the Duty 
« which they owe 70 others, when they 
can ſee no tolerable returns of what Duty 
« is due to them from others.“ And al- 


e though it may be generally true, © that 


« the ſeveral Duties which by the Law of 


Nature 


— 
ct 


AD 
* 


that bec 


« that rand in — Relation either to. 
« other, ate not 227 and conditional, 
but are abſolute and I whereip | 


« each, Perſon is to look to hünſelf, 


« the Performance of the Duty that lies 8 
* on him, though the other Party ſhould 


fail in the Performance of his.” And 


auſe of the Prejudice to the Peace 
and Welfare: of the: World by ſuch: Omiſ- 
ſions and Negledts, it has pleaſed God to 
promiſe Rewards in another Life, to the 
faithful and religious Diſchargers 'f their 
Duties here, that will make amends for what 
is denied then of a dye Return here, by 
Men's Unreaſonableneſs ' or Malice, their 
Ingratitude or, their great Wickedneſs, ſo 
that no one need be diſcouraged now. as 
Bu his Labours would be in yain : Yet 
may it be doubted whether that Obliga- 
tion from the Law of Nature, which lies 
on a Perſon to do the Duties on his Part, 
where he meets with no return, does ex- 


tend, either to the Duties ariſing andy from 
Inſtitution, or even to all the Duties laid on 


us by the Laws, of Nature, in all Caſes 


that may happen. Or whether it does ſo 
or 7 Jet we conceive that that Obliga- 
D | 


tion 
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rim to diſcharge the Datos un m Part, 
evhere wo refurn ig made on the onber; and 
that Promiſe from God of a future Reward, 
Yo rncourage a Min to go on in ſo doing, is 
purely on account of the Benefit or Detri- 
ment which would accrue to #thers by the 
Performance or Omiſſion of thoſe Duties; 
but that no Perſon is bound thereto meerly 
for the fake of a perverſcly ſinful Perſon's 

receiving Benefits, who obſtinately refuſes 
to make any of the Returns, for which 
thoſe Benefits cah by them be claimed; and 
that therefore, although for the Hapes of a 
future Reward of his Virtue, a Man may 
perſeyere in doing that Duty which les on 
him to the other, yet that he is not ſtrictly 
bound thereto, with regard to any Obli- 
gation on him to that Perſon, if ſo be that 
his Omiſſion can be without prejudice to 
any Peace or Welfare of the World, which 
would arife from his paying thaſe Duties. 
God ſeldom requires ſuch Regard to be had 
to meer ſinful Diſobedience. 

Now, among ſuch relative Duties as muſt 
be paid by one Party, to render the other 
Party bound to thoſe on his Part, we appre- 
hend are the Duties mutually owing between 
Husband and Wife. And although it may 


perhaps 


3 

ceptation; yot needs it not de ms Dog 

to enquire a Httie, whether the Marriage 

Contra be, ſtrictly E Pry a 
Dau or not, when d by © great 

an Authority as Biſhop Sander 


1 ſpeaking of Fowe, fays thus, “ e cm- Biſhop 
] men h of us hero in * ex- 2 
a “ tends the Werd Faw ; 
© + Peak progeny e b in « Wark of « 
n * narrawer extent than a Pramiſt, every 
y 0 Vo being indeed a Promiſe; but not 
1 * eyery Promiſe neceſſarity a Vow. Pro- 
at «© miſts may be made indifferently either 
to * to God or Mas, but Promiſes made to 
ch Mien are no Vows. Wherefore it is 
es. « uſually inſerted into the Definition of a 
ad Jau, as a Condition effentially requiſite 
« thereunto, that it be made unto God 
iſt alone, inſd much as to make a Pow to any 
her Creature, is Intorpretative to exalt the 
1 Creature inte the Place of God, and ſo to 
een zr which is elear not only 


P and the 
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< conſtant Examples of godly Men, and 
the uſual Phraſes of the Holy Ghoſt in 
the Scriptures ; but alſo from the uniyer- 
fal Conſent of all Learned Men, both 
« -Divines and others, and even of Heathens 
«'alſo. If,-for more confirmation of a Pro- 
e miſe, a Perſon bound himſelf alſo by Oath, 
& yet it is no more for all that but a meer 
1 Promiſe ſtill, and not a Vo-; for albeit 
4 thervery uſing of an Oath be a calling in 
« of God into à Buſineſs, and the Perſon 
« that taketh an Oath: doth thereby ſet 
' © himſelf in the Preſence of God; yet an 
« Oath calleth him in only to be a Mit. 
* neſs, without any Intent to make him 
« a Party to the Buſineſs; whereas in a 
« Vow he is made a Party and not only 
* a Witneſs: For even as when a Promiſe 
is made to God, whereunto for the more 
« Solemnity, the Preſence of ſome Men is 
required as // itneſſes, ſuch a Promiſe is to 
be held for a Vow, becauſe made to 
God alone, although in the Preſence of 
« Men ; fo on the other fide, when a Pro- 
' © miſe is made unto ſome Man, whereunto 
« for the more Aſſurance, the Preſence of 
God is required as a Witneſs, ſuch a Pro- 
«* miſe is not to be held for a Vow, becauſe 


> it 


Te) | 
is made to Man alone, although in 
« 9 * of God. Nay, farther, if 
« in ſuch Engagements theſe Words, ( | 
1 vow to God) or Words to that Effect be 
« uſed, © yet neither is that ſufficient to 
* make” it properly a Vow :* For to judge 
* rightly, when a Queſtion is made con- 
« cerning any particular Promiſe, whether 
dit be a Vow or no, we are not to be 
guided ſo much by the forms of Speech 
« (which are ſabje& to change, impro- 
« priety, and many defects) as by the true 
Intention and Purpoſe of the Parties, 
« eſpecially the Promiſer: Now what was 
the Intention,” even this and no other, to 
* give as good Aſſurance as they could | 
« deviſe either to other, and to receive the _ 
* like Aﬀatance agi that the Thing by 
them promiſed ſhould be faithfully per- 
formed; and if either Oaths or Pro- 
teſtations were alſo uſed by way of Confir- 
« mation, they are all, in common intend- 
« merit, to be taken as tending to the ſelf⸗- 
_ < ſame Purpoſe, without looking at any 
further Thing; and clearly where the 
FHromiſer hath no Intention to bind him- 
« ſelf to God, but to May only, the Pro- - 
"my ſo made is no Vow, whatſoever for- 
D 3 „ 
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[8]. Fn a 
e of, Words may te ud, in &» 
« making of it.” vx abt.” 

| New, as he goes en, « Though, in the 
main Point there be no material Difference 
between & Vow and an ordinary Promiſe, 
« 4 lawful Promiſe being no leſs binding to 
« Performance than a lawful Vow, and an 
« unlawful Vow no more binding than an 
« unlawful Promiſe; yet there is ſome Diffe- 
2 cha and that of ſome 

« Importance too, in reſpect of the Relaxa- 
« tion of che Bond; for ſince it belongeth 
© to him to whom the Bond is made to 
“ grant a Releaſe thereof, it belongeth 
« therefore to God alone to releaſe the Ob- 
« ligation. of a Vow; and no Man hath 
“Power f to do, becauſe the Yower by 
„ his Vu bindeth himſelf to God, not to 
« Man; whereas the Obligation of a mer 
« Promiſe whierein the Phomiſer bindeth 
himſelf but to ſane Mus, may be releaſcd 
“by that Man; and a releafe from him, is 
« to the Conſcience of the Promiſer, a ſuffi- 
« cient Diſcharge from the ſaid Obligation. 

 Hitherto this Pious and Learned Pre- 
late: And from hence (though om another 
Occaſion written) it is clear, that Marriage 

gan be a Promiſe or Obige to Man 
only, 
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that the Wee tenen hn eee en 
but in ſuch manmtt as Gad has permitted: 


1 


onh, 


yet he is called in only as a Wxneſs, nor can 
with any Propriety of Speech, be ſaid ta 
be a Party in ſuch Contrad; and oonſe- 
quently, tow: ſacted ſuever ſuch Contract 


ought to be, it is ſtill but a Pramiſa only, 


and not a Vom in the ſtrict Senſe of that 
Mer eee ee 
ties to fuck Promiſe; 


Av wy ma aut thas the 


Parties can at Pleaſure, either diſengage 
themſelves, or by mutual Agreement, releaſe 
each other from the Tye, under which 
they have bound themſel ves either to other, 
for whatſoever Cauſe they pleaſe ; (which 
was the Crime condemned by our bleſſed 
Saviour in the Phariſees.) For although it 
be but a Premiſe, and therefore releaſable 
by the Party to whom ſuch Promiſe is 
made; yet being a Promiſe entered into, and 
founded wholly upon an Iz//itution of Gad. 
it becomes thereby of ſuch à Nature, as 


But than, when we find in his Word, either 
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ater woes: Feser folly: 
ſoever God may be called into it, and the 


Parties ſo mntially engaging to cach other, 
do ſer themſelves in the Preſtnce of God, 
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_ ference; for what Cauſes / ſich: Contract is 


diflolvable; or the Duties thereof ſuſpen- 
ſive; then for thoſe Cauſes, altho ariſing, 
from the Parties themſelves in this Con- 
tract, the Contract is releaſed or ſuſpended 
of God, albeit the Act by which it is of C 
releaſed or ſuſpended, be an Act of the 
Parties only. Like as in a Contract ſounded 
on a Human Law, altho the Legiſlator be 
not a Party theirdto,. yet cant ſuch Con- 
tract be diſcharged, but on the Terms allow- 
cd by that Law; but when the Parties ſhall 
do ſome Act by which that Contract is by 
Law diſcharged, the Contract is then an- 
nulled by the Legi ſſator, altho' by an Act 
of the Parties only. _ 

And this'is alſo an Anſwer to thoſe, who 
notwithſtanding our Argument now | made 
uſe of, for the Marriage Contract being 
but a Promiſe ſtill urge it to be ſtrictly a 
Vow, and conſequently releaſeable by Gud 
alone; for allowing it to be in their - Senſe 
a Vow, yet is that Vow releaſed or ſuſ- 
pended by God himſelf, when ſuch Cauſes, 
from the Parties ſtipulated to him, do hap- 
yo" as Tront his Word may be clearly 
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gathered to be 4 Difolrin oils 5 

of the Conti! ns 0h of Slit 

Theſe Things — premiſes fe we are 
6 do confider, whether N be an Inſti⸗ 
tution of ſuch am abſdlute Indiſſoluble Na- 
ture, and the Promſe or Contract thereby 


entered into, fo ſtrong, as that it cannot be 
| expreſly or virtually ſo releaſed” by any 
| Act of one or both the Parties, as either to Þ 
| make the Bond thereof void, or ſet the Par- 1 
5 ties free from their Obligation to the mutual 
Duties of that State while the Bond is 
1 exiſting ; and which we are to endeavour to 
y diſcover from the unerring Fountain of ; 
- Knowledge in his Holy Word, from 
X whence only ſuch Knowledge any on = 

Grounds, be gathered. 0 = — 
1 And for this > Purpoſe we will. $950 vg | 
= Firſt, How the original Inſtitution was Firtt. 
2 of old underſtood, before any Written Law 
a given from God, 
od Secondly, W bat v was in the Written Law Secondly. 
ſc given-to-the eum. = 
if And Thirdly,” What we find under the may = 
es, Goſpel. = 
p- Sto te Firſ, Hew the original Tnffiew- Fit. 2M 
ly tion was umderſtood by the Old World, tiv! | 
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[42] 
fey of Moſer, would be difficult, os rather 
impoſſible to diſcover, otherwiſe than by 
what we find recorded in Holy Writ: From 
 which-it appears, that even Good Men, the 
Favourites of Heaven, and ſuch as con- 
ſcienciduſſy followed the Guidance of the 
Law written in their Hearts, and of ſucch 
Revelations' as God had afforded them, did 
dy their Practice, and that umteprovet, allow 
of a Plurality of Wives; which tho” it be 
not an abſolute Divorcing, yet is ſuch a 
dividing and fharing out of the Conjugal 
Affections and Duties, as amounts unto a 
partial Divorce or putting away, and makes 
them ceaſe from being entirely one Fleſh: 
And as it is the Opinion of Learned Men, 
that that other Power of abſokwe Divorce, 
or putting away of a Wiſe, which we find 
in the Jewiſh Law, was not introductory of 
a new Cuſtom, but a Care taken by Moſes 
to prevent the ill Conſequences of a Cuſtom 
already in the World, by a regular Man- 
ner of exerciſing it; we may from thence 
gather, that before the giving of the Law, 
Divorce was in Praftice, not only for 
Adultery, but for a other Cauſes which 
are included in the Law delivered by Moſes 


„ ee ee to 
| conſider 


6 


— 


then firſt became unlawful; when under the 


Ta. | 
conſider) and from theſe Premiſes muſt con». 
clue, that the Ous being the Practice of 


God's baſt Servants beforc, and under the 


Law, and the Orber taken by God himſelf 
into the Body of his own Laws given to his 
Ele& People; that dor of them were gither 
within the Intent of the Original Ordinance, 
and ſo underſtood to be, by thaſt; who 
living neareſt- the Time of the Inſtitution, 
were moſt likely to know the true uticor« 


_ rupted Deſign and Meaning thereoſ; ot 
were founded on ſome expreſs Diſcovery of 


God's Will to them, however now un- 
known to us, by what Way or Method that 
Will was revealed; and that in e:ther Caſe, 
neither the os nor other were: Bil ben 
intrihſically and in their own Nature, ot as 


Marriage ; (which. yet it would be difficult 
to conceive, how a Thing could eſcape be- 
ing intrimſically Evil, that were repugnant 
to any (tho a meer poſitive) Ordinance, 
eſtabliſhed of God himſelf, to continue from 
the Creation of the World, tall its final Con- 
flagration.) And that the one (Poſygamy) 


ſuch Precepts were 


Goſpel Diſpenſation 
1 | 


being repugnant to the Prime Inſtitution of 
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Prohibition. thereof, however even there it 
be not any where expreſly delivered: For 
altho both before, and under the imperſect 


Diſpenſation of the Lau, many Things 
were permitted, which are now done away 
by the more perfect Revelation of God's 
Will under the "Goſpel ; yet at no time 


could the Divine Wiſdom and Purity give 

countenance to Things i in their own Nature 
ſinfulz and (as is already ſhewn) that no 
Evil may be done, for attaining the greateſt. 
Good, much leſs can Sin, for any good End 
whatſoever, be either eſtabliſhed or per- 
mitted by a poſetive Law. It could never 
enter into the Heart of David, how any 
ſuch Authority as Endeayours to' frame 


' Miſchief by a Law, ſhould derive itſelf from 


Cal And the Prophet Jaiab pronounceth 
a Woe unto them that decree unrighteous 


i. Decrees. And the Apoſtle St. Faul, is the 


Law Sin? God forbid. 
And therefore, we cannot come into the 
Opinion of the great Doctor Hammond, that 
either Polygamy or Divorce were contrary 
to the prime Inſtitution, but were allowed 


for the Sake of the ſpeedier Increaſe of the 


People; the Former, that where a Man had 
fuch « yohement Diſlike to his Wie, tha 


he 
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_ creaſe of Mankind in there had 
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he could not bring himſelf to live oo ojugally 


with her, be might take others by whE,T1 


to multiply his Species; the Latter, that 
by the tated Wiſes being put away, «the 
might not de kept Fam ever having! of 
band lived: Fer had the ſpeedy Lace 
Mankind been the View of God Almighty 

in permitting Pol or Divorce (in 
breach of his 9 
as eaſy to him, to have cauſed ſuch ſpeedy 
Increaſe; by rendering the Woman natu- 
rally ſo Prolifck, 'as to bring diverſe Ifſue 


at a Birth, as is conſtantly in many Animals 


for the ſupplying that Deſect, to! give'd 


Permiſſion derogitory to his own'Eftabliſh- 
ment, and oontradictory to his on Decla 


ration, upon ſurveying every Thing he had - 
made, that it was very good. And to ima- Gen. 
gine a ſupplemental Law or Indulgence for? 


ſuch an End, is to call in Queſtion the Fore- 
Knowledge of God, as if in the Manner he 
had originally intended to carry on the In- 


ſome. unforeſeen Deſect, which could only 
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ge le which it-never 
to he of Gad; nor could it he, be- 
cauſe wo find in fact, that at the dm Bua- 
ſons when there was the greateft Qeimlinn 
of multiply ing People to inbabit the Meld, 
that cyer yet has been, ar can he, wa, the 
 fſt Creation of Mankind in Paradite; and 
the Reſtoration d the World after the Blond, 
Cod did not, ſor the ſperdier Increaſe of 
Mankind, give wore than one Eue to Adam 
and that Naa and his Sons had cach of them 
but one Wife, But alche we cannot con- 

jeſture at che Keaſor, yet hare wo the Be- 
nefit of his Coneurrende with us in the Fa, 
that Pagan and Divorce were the Prncties 
bete the Goſpel was girm us, and thut 
ſuch Practice was allowed by God. 

But, as it is beſide our Purpaſe to ſpeak 
of Polygamy, which is now clearly done 
away; and that we had not touched thereon, 
but as an Inftance how the Original Inſtitu- 
tion, however ſtrict it may now appear to 
us, was of old underſtood: We hall only 
add this concerning it, That it genld not be 
in ſelf a Thing morally Evil, nat only be- 
cauſe it was permitted under the Lam, but 
was. ſuſfer d far a Tame :cyen./ ehe 


15 a Mt 2h nn 
lan e 
Goſpel Difpentation'; for be de Pubs 1 
tion thereof be clearly gathered from e- 
ral Paſlages'in the Now Teſtament, yet it 
* granted by aeg Mien, that e 
cha teas Sheena Sana, 75 
but that bis Converſion to Christianity died 
not difannul what had been dere before, r 
oblige ber, on turing Chen, 40 dn, 
all but one; or that a Man We beſbre his 
Converſion was married to two or- more | 1 
Wives, was to be denied admittance irito 1 


| the Chriftien Church, but might in that 
Condition be, both received into the Charch, 
and allowed to hve in the fame'State of 
| | Polygamy, as before his Converſion : Al 
WE: the Incapacity put on ſach a Man after his monk 
| Converſion being, that he ſhoul® not be an 
Biſhop or Presbyter: For thus thoſe Words | 
of St. Poul to Topo, that a" Biſhop or 1 
Presbyter fhatl be the Husband but of one © Y: 
5 Wife, are underſtood by ſome Expoſitors. © | 
) And ſo we paſs' on to conſider Secondly, Secondly. = Þ 
ſ what is in the Written Law given to the li 
p Jews. Under which Head, we cannot but | 
- obſerve; that altho' no Law for Divorce had | 
to been given to that People, yet had che Le- 4 
0 oy of * in the JIA been ſuff- 9 
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their Apprehcaſions, God is pleaſed-t0.lpeak 


e theChurch 
to be his $ponſe, he does ſo frequently eo 
(preſeng. himſelf as 2 1994 e her 
away. Now if were in ite 
morally Evil, God _—_ 3 have made 
uſe of that Similitude, nee = 


N ZOPE: Nation. ] oe 


wt ET 


God, but mos N to the 
Jews, we find this following, whey. a:Man 
bath taten a Wife and married her, and it 
come to. paſs that ſbe find uo Favour in his 


Hes, becauſe he has. ound ſome UNCLEAN- 


NESS in her : Then let him write. her 4 Bill 
of Divorcement and give it in ber Hand, an 


fond her out of his Houſe. And when ſhe is 


departed out of his Houſe, ſhe may ga and 


be another Man's Wife. And if the latter 
Husband hate her, and, write. ber a Bil ef 
F and groet rogth it 


i by Ho, 


ein SF 


9 1 


9 11 5 9 * i 
- % ) 


after. che, Manner of Men, and to. figure Rr | 
ſelfas a Husband, and denomi cl 


Church, but hat God gare him order 
| Tenne And erer \heriever e N 7 5 9 


quently-this Lav'is derived Tram Gag. | © 


3 U Fc, Stor an tet bon 


* 


| fore bh! Bord 101 wy W AS 704 4 
* en ee an of Gal” rt r | * 6 3 


the great" Minilter ef. God) by Sen 88 © 
delivered his Oraetes; and” Faix, in all Rs naw 4 


nothing as a ſtanding Law: Er the. 115 3 2 1 
or as he Was by the Holy Gh 7: = 
St. Peter «fay$:of the — W 


ng is, Gad ſpoiling 6, Mei, ind cone 


l „ 


e eee So 
= nh | | a bare 


| Kat xix. Saviour to the Phariſees, Moſes far the-Hard- 


Mar. xvi. all the Apoſtles, whoſe, J/; 


14. 


your Wives. For the tight 


[6]. 


4 bare Pormiſh: $0.3 i-neckad People, — 


were it not from the Words of our Bleſſed 


meſs. of your Hearts ſuffered you to put au 


whereof, we.are to conſider, both the Signi- 
fication of Haraneſs-. F Heat, and the 


Occaſion of our Lord's Words. Nou there 


is in the Goſpel a twofold Acceptatien of 
2 of Hart. In the 2 
the laſirmities and rale 8 


Nigbtecuſpeſt, which will be in the beſt 


Nen tothe End of the World, and was in 


eatneſs only, not 
Utter. want of Belief, -is called Hardagſs of 
Hlart. In che other Acceptation, it ſigni- 
fes a. ſubborn Reſolution o 4% Eu, Ia 
the former Senſe of Which, might this Law 


be ſaid to be given for Hardneſs uf Hart, 


that is, as a Remedy againſt, ſueh intolle- 


rlrable Grieyance: and Servitude as is above 
the Patience of Man to bear; and nat only 


for our own- Infirmity or Hardnets . Heart, 
but alſo that an innocent Perſon might not 
be put to endure whatever, the E ol 
anat. her. Heart might inflict on them j but 
that * . dif 


coyer'd 


* Cx 4 * 
+ 35 y; 


0 


2 92 mm. — 1 


ofition 0 the o je th 
fbr as much as our 1 Lord 
ef RA of « culpable Hardaels 
of Ha this' Acceptation, altho it may be 
implied, yet ems not to be what he prin- 
intends'in 1 his Anſwer 

Ae other Sign — — * therefore, i it is 
taken for 4 felgen Keſolution to do Evil, 
Now God neyer makes Laws purpoſely for 
the indulging of ſuch, nor vouchſaſes to en- 
— into e with them, but as they 
happen to be mix d with Good Men; much 
leſs does he decree unlawful Things, only to 
ferve theit Licenciouſne; And fill leſs can 
it be concelyed, that when God was giving 
a Body of Lie” to his Ele& People, the 
whole "Tor whereof was rather a diſtin- 
guiſhing'them from the Nations round about 
them, than an indulging them in any of the 
evil Cnftomg of thoſe Nations ; many of 
which Laws were as contrary to the Uſages 
they themſtl ves had been bred up in, and 
as likely to try che Hardneſs of the Hearts 
to fubmit thereto, us the Reſtraint from Di- 


E 2 vorce 


* 


| Þ 52 
vorce for every trifling. G 
had extended it to, . J have | 
he ſhould ſo enervate the Whole Fe 
| Laws, as in thoſe very 7 Laws, to bar a 
this One Inſtance, Pak an Indul 
their Hardneſs of Heart, taken in TY 
Acceptation thereof, as to ſuperſede 


Tnftication. And leaſt o all 8 


| gined, that when a ſtanding Law was giving, 
not, to that One Generation only, hut was 
to continue till the coming of Chriſt 5 
hundred Tears after, that a Latitude 
trary to God's own Ordinance, 4 ge was 


| (eſpecially in the Senſe of thots 1105 think | 


the Ordinance indiſſoluble) 
granted to ſo many ſucceeding Generations, 
who being from their Birth reſtrained from 
the Liberties of other Nations, could. not 
have had an equal Hardneſs of Heart 1 to ſeek 
aſter it, as thoſe then living might, from the 
Prejudice of their Education, lie- under ; 
only to indulge the Hardneſs of Heart of 
that One Set of Men, who were all under an 
immutable Decree of Death within - forty 
Years; and who, if they could ever forget 
that Terrible Pomp of Majeſty with which 
they had been Eye and Ear Witneſſes of 
oy Dye. of that Lay to them, ** 


4 - : as be) 
x * "+ fda 


of ſuch an 22 t 1 * H 
that it ſhould ata confiffent with 
2 Juſtice, to let that one 10 eb 
y perverſe Generation of Mien periſh 
0 rough the Obſtinacy of their om unruly 
Wills, than it "could be wit His Wiſdom * 
for the ind ing of Them, to felax the 1 
ginal Eſtabliſhment of +6 ſolemn" an Ordi- 
nance to ſo many Ceueratiun. to Come. Ner- 
ther can we "apprehend, that the Hardneſs 
of Heart here ſpoken of by gur Saviour, can 
bear this ' Signiffeation,” becauſe it wi 
thence neceſſarily follow, that Be admits the 
true Intem of that Law delivered by Moſes, 
to be accordi ing to the wrong Inter} rations, | 
and falſe Gloſſes they r put upon it, for 
the greater indulging of their ,own Licen- 
tiouſneſs; and that in extending th ir Liber- 
ty of Divorce, to Whatever auſes they 
themſelyes pleaſed, they had acted conforn 


| bly to that Law; and conſequently, that it 


is not here the Purpoſe of our Lord in any 
wiſe to reprove or correct their paſt Practice, 
but allows it to have been agreeable to the! 


genuine Confiruttion of Moſes's Law. 


As then, neither can our Lord's Words 
be reaſonably underſtood in tlils latter Ac. 
ceptation of Hardneſs of Heart) we muſt 

E 3 "neceſſarily 


25 


2 N wx 
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neceſſarily ſeek, far. ſome other mos | 
bable Interpretation, by l ns the | 
Occaſion of them, which was thin. yk 
The Phariſees, as they had Ps 
Points violated Things Sacred, and Divine, 
by the ill-favourcd Interpretations: a 
put upon the Laws of Maſas, thereby to 
make them bend to gratify their mae 
centiouſneſs; ſo this Law of Divorce, which 
we may rationally concelyc. to have been 
given (as is already obſerved) far the Redrefs 
of intollerable Exils, and as ſuch, was be- 
coming the God af Merey; they had per- 
verted from the true Senſe and Defien. om | 
that Law, to extend to all Cauſes and Caſts 
of their own making: When therefore theſe 
Phariſees came. to our Bleſſed Logd, not to 
learn of, but to, tempt him, it might well 
be expected, that He, who at no Time 
expreſled any great Deſire to teach the 
obſtinate and unteachable Phariſees, and then 
leaſt of all when they came-to tempt him, 
would anſwer, as was fitteſt for them, not 
ſd much teaching, as entangling them; Chriſt 
therefore, according as his Cuſtom was, not 
meaning to inform | their proud Ignorance, 
what Moſes meant in the true and weg 
lien. of that Law, which they, by. wu 


2 i 


1 
y 


of 


- falſe —_ extended to every N 


Bridie upon their bold. 
like w wiſe — ding 


9 


Matter, telly chem their" 09} "What s 
forced-to'bs ſaſered hy theft Abuſe of tit 


Law: And it being his principal 1 


convince chem bf what they, being evil, did 


hcontion Jy, - Hot to explain to them What 
others, io Were blameleſz, might do in 
caſe d Extremily, way be juſtly thought 


to lay a Abuſes, 
one Ex- 
ceſs againſt another, and by a Counter- Ba- 
lance of Reſtraint curbing their Exorbitance 
almoſt into tte other Fxtream. From 
whence we gui this Information, that Chriſt 
is here, rather forbidding: what we may not 
do herein, paſſoriacely and abuſiyely, than 
diſcuſſing, u bat ue may do, reaſonably and 
neceſſarily und that many licentious Men, 
and hard-hearted' in che b Senſe of tlie 
Expreſſion; taking bold of this Law, to 
cloak their bad Purpoſes, were they whom 
Moſes, or rather God himſelf, who forefaw 
what abuſe would in Futurity be made of 
his Law, held it better to ſuffer by acci- 


dent, where it ehα,ẽ not be detected, ra- 


ther than God Men fhould foſe their juſt 


and lawful Privilege of Remedy for into- 


kenn "Evils/" And this we take to be tlie 


E 4 due 


SS 
. dete, Moſes; a: fi 


Divorce, bur from the 


"CC 


together, 
- « be ſeparated; and would; all, Husbands and 
Wives ſo demean themſelves towards each 


"2 1 


„ 


lives. But from th. Beginning t was 


. #ot ſo, Or, as they are in St. Mari, Fur 
the Hardneſs f your Hearts he: (Moſes) 


wrote you this Precept of. giving a Bill) of 
of the 
Creation, Gad made them Male and Fe. 
male. For this Cauſe ſball a Man leave bis 
—_ and Mother, and cleave to bis Wife; 
and they lain ſhall be one Fleſh; Se then 
they are no more. Iwain,: but ane Fleſb. 
What therefore God hath: joined. together, 
tet not Man put a ſunder, may be underſtood 
as if he had ſaid, the Intention of God, in 
« inſtituting the Eſtate of Matrimony; was, 
that the Husband and Wiſe ſhogld be as 
one Fleſh, living as Meet+Helps to each 
« other, and in conſtant Love and Unity of 
Affections, and being ſo once lawfully 
ſhould not, at Pleaſure, 


other, as the Relation created by that In- 


« ſtitution requires, and is therefore their 


Pat tn ga there would be no need of 


e ever 


77 . 


WISY 


e 8 2 Th 
God by his" Preſcience, knowing "that | 


« what'was by him intended for the Comms 


* fort and Solace of Mankind, would, by 


the unruly Wills, corrupt Diſpoſitions, 


« and hard Hearts" of : ſinful Creatures, be 


too often ſo far abuſed, as to render it a 
State of conſtant» Unhappineſs,'» Miſery 
* when he firſt vouchſaſed to give a Writ- 
( ten Law to the World, to enact à Liber 

ty of diſſolving the Bond of ſich cirrum- 
* ſtanced Matriages as were oontradictory to 
the Purpoſes. of his Inſtitution? And un- 
A der the Colour of that Law; fo'gtanted 

for Relief from inſupportable Evils, you 
having taken Liberty to extend Divorce 
to every trifling Cauſe you yourſelves ſee 
fit, you have thereby departed; both from 
* the original Inftitution of Marriage, and 
from this Law of Moſes. And tho God 


* foreſaw'that thus it would be, yet did he 


chooſe rather. to fuffer that abuſe which 


* would be of his Law, than not to grant 


that Law, for the wiſe and merciful Pur- 
** poſes/he intended it; your Abuſe thereof, 
* ſhewing indeed the Sinfulneſs and Cor- 


* mptign Fycuromy Heargybutue Wop 


« Defedh, 
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25 "ts F Ti 
© DefeR,' Depravation,' or Obliquity:in de 
« Lawiitfelf”? And we think; that herr is 
nothing ſaid by our Saviour, to induee ue to 
believe that this was any les a Lau, than 
all others which by the Miniſtry; of Aeſes 
were delivered W to the People of 
baron: % 11:30 600? 
1 do not * chat nh | 

Low, an Obligation was laid on every Man 
to put away his Wife when ſbe' found 10 
Eaveir in his Eyes; becauſe of ſome Unalean- 
eſs ; but that it was leſt to his own Choice, 
as his Wife; in which Senſe this L may 
be called a Permiffron only: (where, by the 
way, we | muſt obſerve, that Unchanneſs 
here, cannot be meant of Adultery,” becatiſe 
dat Crime was ſuch, as not only abſolutely 

diffolved-'the Bond of Marriage, but was 
to m puniſhed with Death itſelſ.) But 
doubtleſs it was ſuch a Law, as that when- 
ever a Man did for that Cauſe put away his 
Wife, he did an Act which by Law was 
juſt, not only in the Sight of Men, but, in 
good Conſcience, in the Sight of Cad. Tho 
at the ſame Time that we yield thus far 
to the common received Opinion of ita being 


Nr yet we ſtill ſry; that 
ſbould 


F 


poſettvely enjoining the; Hubend, in Lach 
Caſe, — 2 — we COnpeive 


it may, with great: Rerſon be ſupported; 


for as it was got the Bid Divorce, but the, 
Uncle 


were), for, which, that; Gil uns given, that 
diſſolved the Band. the Bill of Divores be- 
ing no more than a I Publicatiom or De- 

claration of the Bond already broken by the 


Wie's Uncleanneſs; the Bood being once | 


diſſolved, it could not be in the Husband's. 
Choice, whether, it ſhould continue: in ſoree 
or not, vhich, if admitted, would change 
the Natur of the Hilſolution of the Bond, 
making jt, to confi, in the Mai ol the Huſ- 


band, nat in the Vaslaauneſs of tha; Wiſe; 


at leaft,, that tegether with her Uncleanneſa, 
the Mind of the Husband muſt neceſſarily 


be ſupergdded, to rendes it a compleat Diſe 


ſolution. of, the Bond: But as it Was the 
Wies Uncleanneſe alone, which, diſſol ved 
the Bond, the Diſſolution being made, the 
Husband could not, without the Guilt of 
Fornication, knowingly continue with a 
Wife whoſe Bond af Marriage to him was 
diſſolyed, nor cauſe it nat to he a Diſſolu- 
tion, any more than after a Bill of Divorce 


| ſhoyld we, contend far... its FEI Law, 


anneſs_ (hatſer ver that Uncleannels 


rr e x OA eo” 1 — 


N 
ö 
| | 
t 
115 
| 
| 
|| 
{ 
. 
[ 
| 
. 
ö 
7 


- 
* 
OWE” — — 2 — 
. 


by | bd J : 

given, he could re- marry that Woman, who 
yer mighe be urid de any other Min that 
himſelf. % „ Ir een 

Let us then conſider, what is the U- 
cheanneſs mentioned in this Law in Dente- 
renomy, for which 'a' Wife might be put 
away. And that, ſo fur as we can find the 
Opinion of Leamed Men, is moſt generally 
taken to be, either ſome Sickneſs, Diſeaſe, 
Vice ee, Witchcraft, a very 
quarrelfome Temper, or ſome other incor- 
2 l Vice, Neff of Mind, by rea- 
ſon whereof, the Woman was not ſo well 
liked by her Husband, as before ſhe had 
been; and is by all learned Interpreters re- 
el 16! the Mind, as well as to the Body. 
But here, to prevent our being miſunder- 
_ Rood, we deſire it may be taken Notice of, 
that-we'ds dt give it as aur ' that 
for every of the Kinds of Cauſes here now 
enumerated, a Man is at liberty to quit his 
Wife : For many Deſects, ſuch as Sickneſs 
or other Infirmities which proceed  meerly 
from the Hand of God, not from the per- 
verſe Will of the Party, and which perhaps 
grieve her for the Trouble they occafion W 
her Husband; as to ſuch, they doubtleſs are 
| * for ry, — Aſſiſ- 
tance 


te 6 1 
tance 1 — 
for his abandoning her. But 

we may gather, that an inourable Defect, 
incompatible uith the Comfort: of Mind_in- 
tended in a married State, was a juſt Conſe 
of putting, ... R whatdoever' that 
Was, moſt, certaiqy it is (as has bern juſt now” 
hinted), that ſomething elſe thun Adultery: 

muſt, be. meant by Lnclaanneſey\:orf it had 

beem only a Redundancy of another Law, 

whereby, bes Husband, in \caſe of that | 
Crime, had à mate compleat Remedy, 
which. ſuperſeded) all need of 4 Dirotre; 

vis. for; the Wiſe to be ſtoned to Death; 

or to be tryed by the Water of Jealouſ on 

the bare Suſpicion of it. Agreeable to 

which, is alſo ſpoken by Jeſus the 8on dr 
Sirach. If fbe go not as thun wouldeft'have — 

her, cut ber off. from thy Fleſb, wm, ah 

ber, a Bill of Divorce, n 1-4 FE 1 
fore cited Law to be ouly a . — | 

by that very Contentipa:yleld; that by * e 
of Divorce, or Separation are \meaint, than | 
only Adultery :, For their Reaſon ſor con- 
tending that it is hut a bare Permiſſion, is, 
n 1 — 


[62] 
intended; -the!-which' they conceive to be 
contrary to. the Tnftication of "Martiige, 
which (fay they) was never to be diffelvu- 
ble for any Cauſe ſave that o of A 
and that there being aber Cauſes chart dul 
tery included in thoſe Words, they nmſt, 
therefore, by neceſſary” Conſequence, 8.0 | 
taken as a" bare Pe and vdr 0 4 
Law : If then it tab ve have inde 
vox d: to eur it) to be u Lat properly fo 
called, and aer 8 te N of ot Null. 
gene; then, tom their vw ndl tend 
chat Words, they muſt grartt, that other 
Cauſes of Divorce were eftabliſhed by, the 
Jeu Late, than only that ove of Adultery. 

Aud as it is plain that this it was by iis 
Law . "ike : 
to dene ert ws ir in Moßt Lan- 
FSusges; as in the Hebrew, where it is thus, 
* Gian oderit dimitte, Ait Dominus Deus 
| Ihrack: In the vulgar Latin; Cum odio Ba- 
bueris,” dimitte, dicit Dominus Deus Mel. 
In the Greek, S, f '6d50 huber dimit 
(cam) dicit Dominur Duur Iſrael + Ja the 
Chalder, Quad ſi odevis' cam, Amitro eum, 
dicit Dominus Exerciumm : In the Arabick, 
nee aimitrr am, Air Dv- 


1 62 1 
minus Deus Ihrachs'; And as it in in the 


her, ut ber aum; altho our! Englith 
Tranſlatiou rendety it quite differently, tus. 
Le the Land God: Ie ſaub \that be 
hateth putting atuny. But this our Eoglith 
Verſion nepreſenting it aa a Thing hateful to 

the Lord, to pot: away the Wife, 4 it 
would be repugnant to that Law in D 
teranamy permitting if not commanding the 
doing it, chile yet; that Law was full id its 
full forge 5 ſo would it be wide from, and 
more diſagreeahle with. the Context, than 


as the. Hrbüeue an other Languages render 


it; as hy attentively Reading, the Scope of 
this Pate wilt ſocin be perceived to be, that 
the Thing Gad blames the Ferns for, is not 
for putting away then Wives, but ſor keeps 
ing range Coneubines, do the profaning 
Fudah's' and the Vexation of their 
Hebrews Wives by their — and 
Unfaithfalneſs to them; and cxhorts 
rather of the Ne, to away their 
whom chey hate, chem to keep them under 
ſuch Affronts: The ene would be & Favour 
and to e Woman, to be ſet 
free m u Husbünd Who hates her, and 10 
anftith to 252 and would be chat der 


Margin: of our-Engliſh Bibles, | A d br 
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mcationed Law in. Doigoverny, Os "SY 
Dotor Haminond, and hen Bla u- | 
derſtand it for: the Relief of an afflicted. 
Wife, not of the Man The other confines 
her under dubjection to Husband, 'who . 
probably would hate her the moreq and uſe 
her the worſe, ſor being compelled againſt | 
his Inclinations to conſme fimſelf to her, 
eſpecially in the Apprehenfion of thoſe wp 
think chat People were of ſuch a Hardneſs 
of Heart as God himſelf was forced d yield 
to, in the giving that beſdre- cited Law of 
Divorce in Deuteronomy. - And us the Pro- 
phet Malacly lived in the very Line of 
Ezra, as is generally believed, and by ſome 
thought to be Eæra himſelf; ſo we ſind a 
remarkable Inſtance of putting away of 
Lzra x. Wives for. other Caufes-.than Adultery, in 
the Book of Ezra; where, e a 
nition of that Prophet, upon a general Con- 
feſſion made by the Congregation of Mruel, 
they entered into a Coxenant with God, to 
put away their ſtrange Wives: And pur- 
ſuant thereto, a great Number did put them 
away, even without diſtinction 33 
ma: them; which . 


* . 
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ration, 
- Not her Aeon 115 5 Fe. | 
given Fel fraß Gal to the 97 2 
Miſes; "vheteby 4 Difſoldribry* "of 
farriage Wu the for: fhch/Caniſe is em in 
no ſort be A td either LMH falne 30: 
the HuShaittts "Bed, ot withitr jth nder- 
r which 75 


Vife Fen Fin in her Tarbandn 

2 a and Wicht Law has never yet beg 
called by the leſß forcible Term of s 
niſſon, but always" eſteemed to be of the). 

ſame Foce icli tie bft of the Jewiſh Tow 
received ſſom tlie Hand ef Nee, Tue 
Laws de fpak'oh is in Eyodus x24» whiets;: 
if a Maſter. rho! Boaght an Hebrew Ser- 
vant for :fix Years, and was to go out free). 

the Seventh, did within thoſe fix Tears ef 
Servitude; gie Him a Wiſt who' bore him 
Children; that ScrV ant at the End of His! 

ſix Tears Service, was to quit both the” 
Children and Wilt, the Property of whom! 

was ſo far: flom! being any longer in the 
Husband, or Fartier; that they cotild not 
continue hir But upon this 


of. ii eee 1 


perpetual Servitude to his Maſter. And - 
F although 


5 3 | 
7 although we de not 
it any of that Morality w 


People expired; yet this we "Um that it 
cannot. be preſumed, that God would have 


given this Law to. his own, Peaple, bad it 


been inconſiſtent; with his own ag | 
ſtitution : A Law, which; we, may much 


in giving it, might be, to ſhew; to future 
Ages, that Marriage was diffolvable far ether 


_ Cauſes than Adultery; than we can conceive 
riage ; and conſequently this Law »ſhews, 
that Marriage was not 10 indifſolublle in its 


Tuftitaton, - apt rein 50. 
repreſented. Wörth non Wh 
Ir appeareth then; by what has baun ſaid, 


that under the Jeuiſb Diſpenſation, there 


were other Cauſes of 2 Diſſolution of the 
Bond of Marriage, than that one of Adul- 
tery, or Unſaithfulneſs to the Bed.” 

We come now to confides; Thirdly, What 
Alterations are made in this Matter, under 


the more per fret Diſpen/avian of thi Goſpe!. 
BU OR i ot bt if And 


Ae. 


ealier conceive, ane Intent of the, Legiſlator 


3 


i — - 
mean not in the leaſt to attampt to weaken 
or ener vate the Force of whatever wa find 
in the Laws deliverad by our Bleſſed da- 
viour, or his Apoſtles; our only Aim is, to 
attain to the genuine unforced Henſe af them, Wo 
that we may equally avoid the two Extrema, —_— 

» 12 wanne _ 


of them. ' 

| Now Re we find our Bleſſed Sa- 

viour declares' plainly, that a Diſſolution of 

the Bond of Matrimony may be for fore 

Cauſe, when he 'faith, Hhoſdever ſpall put Mat. v. 

away his Wife, ſoving for the Cauſe. of ** 

FORNICA TION, £4uſeth her to commit Adu 

tery, and uluſdeuer ſhall marry her that is 

divorced 'conmmitteth Adultery. Or, xs it is 

in another Nacez hey che Eſusband's ma- 

rying again, after putting away his Wiſe. bs 

ſpoken of, whoſavuer hall put away bis Mat. xix, 

Wife, except it be for FORNICA TION, and * 
ſhall marry another, 'committeth Adultery. 
Whence it clearly fafjows, that by Fornica- 
tion ( whatſoever is therein included ) the 
Bond is fo diflblved, that the Parties are at 

n; for our Saviour 
faying another Wiſe 
——— — „ Adul. 

F 2 tery, 
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rery; is equivalent to an 290 Corio | 
5. in that Caſe it is not Adulter : 
From whence we may by the Way obs 
Lr that neither the Words of the Inſti- 
tution in Gen. ii. 24. Therefore ſball a Man 
leave his Father and hir Mother, aud ſbull 
cleave unto bis Wife + Aud they ſhall be one 
Fleſb': Nor our Bleſſed Lord's Addition or A, 
Inference, after his Quotation of them in | 
St. Mat. xix. 6. what therefore Cad hath 
Joined together, let not Man put aſumder, 
how ſoe ver ſtrict they may at firſt appear, 
can be underſtood of an Indiſſdlubility of the 
Bond of Marriage, hecauſe fo taken, they 
would claſh with theſe Words of our Lord, 
where (as we have obſerved) it.is'clear, that 
a Diſſolution may be for ſoms Cauſe: Ir 
leaft, that if Marriage was, by its 
Inftitution undiſſol vable, which yet We haye 
ſheyn it not to have been; that ſtill, under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation,, which; is What we 
are more immediately concerned in, there is 
er n Diet i ut wan 
Were allowed of. 
„Nen to conſider! theſe Wort of | 
'Uofricbfulneſs to che Bel h herd! mea by 
Fit. Fornication:is very probable, Firft, Becauſe 
e735 3 OY Sos Fo. in 
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in the common Acceptation of zhat Word, 
it is rather an unclean Act of unmarried; Fer- 
ſons, than of one under the Tye of Wed- 
lock, and thereſbre not ſo applicable to the 
Tranſsteſſicn of a Wife, if that Action were 
the only Cauſe here allowed and intended; 

| and is the fame Word with our Trinflativo; 
in moſt other Languages, as in the Greek, 
where it is, ® excepta ratione Fornicationis : * See 
In the vulgar Latin, excepta- Fornicationis Polygiot 
Cauſa : Tn the Syriack, preterguam rations Bible. 
Fornicationis + In the Ethiopick, ime For- 
nicatiun And in the Aribick, | preter 
Cauſam Fornicationis, So-that if no 125 
Cauſe than the Defilemeiit of the Mat- 
riage Bed had been intended by our Saviour, 
the Mord Adultery, would rather have deen 
made uſe of; as in other Places of Seripture, 
5 where that Crime alone is meant: As in the 
N C.aſe of the Woman brought before dur Lord john viii. 
by the Scribes and Phariſees; for being taker 3- | 
in a Breach of her Marriage Vow; * where, 
as our Engliſh rendrivg is Adn/tery, ſo is * 
the ſame, both in the Greek and vulgar 
Latin, m4 Adulterio deprebinſam'**Itv t 
Syriack, deprehenſs erat in Aeris; In 
the Perſian, in Adulterio prebenderaut: In 
the Arabic,  invema 2275 u 
.P 3 4 


"Secondly, . 


751 


And t the Keel, 5 ft i 


Fs, Out Blefled Low. himſelf, in 
this very Place making a Diſtinction, calling 

the Cauſe for which the Husband unblame- 
ably puts away his Wife Fornication ; and 


expreſſing both the Crime which a Huſ- 


band, by putting away his Wiſe for any 
other Cauſe than Fornication, cauſeth her to 


commit; as likewiſe the Crime which any 
other Man committeth, who marrieth the 


Woman ſo put away, Adultery; muſt ne- 
oeſſarily be underſtood to expreſs and intend 
ſomething diſtin& the one — the other, 
by thoſe different Terms and to make uſe 
of thoſe two Words in Contradiſtinction or 
Oppoſition to each other. For had our Lord 
intended, by Fornication, to mean no other 
Cauſe than the Wife's Unfaithfulneſs to her 
Husband's Bed, what Reaſon can be oon · 


N ceived, why in the very ſame Breath, he 


ſhould imploy two different Phraſes, to de- 
note one and the ſelf-ſame Species of Crime; 
or deſign them as ſynonimous? 
Thirdly, It / reaſonable to conje&ture, 
that Adultery only, is not here meant, if we 
conſider, that whatſoever Height of Per- 
fection our Lord n oblige his Fol- 


1h. lower 


pods — — 9 = 


[7] 
lowers to, beyond What vas require 
Law of Ae, chat yet there is ot orie 
Precept of the Goſpel, Naas ane Git 
to vacate the h Part of the Law: Andes 
our Lord Himſelf, does in his Sermon on the 
Mount, is it were purpoſely to prevent 
an Imagination of ' his to repeul 
any moral Part of the Law, declare Mat 
he came, hof to defrey the Law, bur 10 Mar. v. 
a and this, before he begins to de- 

ver any of his Precepts, whereby he en- 
its u. A offs Labs the ſeveral Parti- 
culars he inflayces in of the Jewiſh Law, 
which he explains and enfarges upon, reduc- 
ing them to their true Moral Underftand- 

/ ing, and right Interpretation, and cl 
them from what falſe Acceptations they 

under that imperfe& Diſpenſation, beet 

taken in, and inforcing the Practice of them 

afreſh ; {6 nay” in his Expoſition of 

the Law of Moſes touching Divorce, which, 

| whether de is quoting chat Law acccording 

| to the falſe Gloſſes the Phariſees had put 

' upon it, or actofding to the Text itſelf, it 

| ſeems reaſonable to believe, that the Wing 

our Lord" itttended to refbim therein was, 

wat Liberty the Jews had taken, from this 


c 


Fourthly. - 


"ti 7 Ty 
ee Cauſes as were included in that . 
ay in Deuteronomy, taken in its true uncor- 


cond Senſe, and which ue conceive that 


Law was given ſor, it was never the Inten- 


tion of our Lord to deprive. his Followers 


of ſuch juſt and equitable Releaſe, as by 


Eyils: For the Liberty, granted by. the Law. 


in Deuteronomy being agreeable with Mora- 
ty, if ſuch Moral Cauſes of Divorce; as 
were thereby allowed of God, were by our 


Saviour intended, under the 'Gaſpel to be 
taken away, he ſo far d 
Moral Law, which yet he declares he 


came not 10 (o. 


And, Fourthly, it ſeems not oily proba- 
ble but certain that ſome other, Cauſes than 


Adultery are here intended by qur Bleſſed. 
Lord, \ becauſe his great Apoſtle St. Paul 


declaring a Diſſolution of the Bond of Ma- 
trimony to be in the Caſe of Deſertion; if 
our Lord does not here allow of any other 
Cauſe than that Oue of Adultery, it would 
follow, either that that Apoſtle was not 


| theygin divinely inſpired, or that the Holy 
Spirit of God does in one Part ol Scripture, 


gainſay the Incaruate Word of God in ano- 


ther: Either of which, we conceive too 


bisſphamoun 30. be lens... r * 
OW, 
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that Law they might have from, inrolerabis 


even the 


cc CL, > 


the Unbelieving' depart, let him depart. A 


"Tf. | 
Noe, wat SE Pad allows a Difolatios 


of thi Marriage Bond, in the Caſt off Der Cor. 
tion, and of he: deſtrted Party's mg '5 


ing again, we. find in theſe Words, x 


Brother or Ge ir unt under Bondage in 
ſuch Gaſes, Which Text, is not only by 
moſt learned Divines underſtood to take in 
all Caſes of Deſertion, and not that one 
alone of an Infidel's deſerting a 'Believer ; 
and upon gocd Grounds! of Reaſon ſo taken, 
when the Inconveniences are equal, by whom 
ſoever that Deſertion is made, whether In- 
fidel or Believer: But alſo, in a juſt Con- 
formity thereto, by the Laws of ſome! Pro- 
teſtant Countries, if a Woman wilfully 
elope from her Husband, and will not upon 
due Call return, the Marriage is: declared 
void, and the Man is at Liberty to marry 
again, And even the. Laws of this Nation 
do allow of a ſecond Marriage, to the Man 
or Woman, after a certain Term of Deſer- 
tion, let that Deſertion have been ſor what 
Cauſe ſdeyer; which we think to be a more 
authentick Ex poſition of St. Paul, than 
that of any private Perſon, whether axe. | 
nan or other. 

We ſee then, that acevrithfandine wht; ; 
eyer I Interpretations of the Laws of 
Marriage 


1 Sl 
Marriage; have been impoſed on | 
nl) 1 by thee Ghiirch which; for hor ovid Git 

Ends, has made bold with all 'Things &cred ; 
in en e ale of thee Dov! ue 
to make God's Gracious Ordinance 
and all inordinate Licence to abound, by 
tying, Men up under moſt i able 

Burthens; and which; from our 

Coutts continuing to act by the —— 

Cannon Law, ill keep up in the blind 

Matritade an Opinion of the Indiſſolubinty 

thereof; that yet, under the 1. 

ſation, the Bond of Marriage is not © em- 

mental, as that ws Canſe Whatſbever can 
diſſolve it: Nor would the Current of Opi- 
nions be that way, had the Canons com- 
poſed in the Reign of the hopeful King 
Edunrũ the Sixth, but which, through his 
early Tranflation from his earthly to a hea- 
venly Crown, were not cftabliſhed by Act 
of Parliament; had, I fay, thoſe Canons 
taken place, uud bechbe the Rule of Prac- 
tice in our Spiritual Courts, we are per- 
fwaded, the Opinions of all Men, Clergy as 
well as Laity, would now tave been as 
much for ſecond Marriage after Divorce for 

Adultery, Deſertion, and all other Cauſes 

allowed by thoſe Canons, being allowable 

moat] w they we none fo 


If 75 1 | 
the Inaiſſolubility of the Bind, fron their 
being -accuſtomed to a obntracy; Prattice, 

through the deſective Reformation of thoſe 
Courts. & greatly dues Education und Pre 
pole am oute ſ iy the Reaſon of Mankad ! 
Hut, Fifth 


making uſe of the Word Fornication, did 
not mean Aauitury, or intend to confine the 
Diſſolution of Marriage to that ane Crime 

only, appears manifeftly from hence; That 
to limit it to Adultery, oontradicts the 

Purport of our Saviour, of emjoining a 

higher Degree of danctity under Matrimony, 
than the Law of Moſes had done; for that 
made Adultery (in either Party) to beeath 
Lev. xx. 10. whereas the affixing this Senſe 
to the Text of our Lord, makes even the 
Woman (in whom the Crime is more perni- 
cious) upon the utmoſt Proof, to be liable 
to a Divorce only. From whence we ar- 
gue, that as the Word Forzication cannot 
be conftrued a Defilement of the Marriage 


Bed; it muſt neceſſarily be underſtood to 
be ſome #ther heinous Tranſgreſſion, or fla» 
gitious Behaviour of the Wife to her Huſ- 
band, ſuch as violates the Marriage You, 
and Bond e 0 Love. 
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And here with the Opinion of our Church 
2 that a Marriage may be null and 
void for other Cauſes than Adultery: As 
appears undeniably from her Office for: the 
Solemnization of Matrimony; wherein the 
Prieſt, befbre his joining the Parties toge- 
ther, addreſſeth himſelf to them in theſe 
Words. I require and charge you both (as 
ye will. anſwer at the dreadful Day of 
Judgment, when" the Secrets of all Hearts 
ſhall be diſcloſed) that if either of you know 
any Impediment why you may not be lau- 
fully joined together in Matrimony, ye do 
now confeſs it. For be ye well aſſured, that 
ſo many as are coupled together otherwiſe 
than God's Word doth allow, are not joined 
Together by God, neither is their Matrimony 
lawful. Here we ſee our Church allows, 
that a Marriage may be void in the Sight 
of God, notwithſtanding: the Ceremony of 
the Matrimonial Office having been per- 
formed, if there be ſuch concealed Impedi- 
ments, as by God's Word are a Diſallow- 
ance of the Parties being coupled together; 
and whatever concealed Impediments do ren- 
der a Marriage void before God, muſt null 
ſuch Marriage in the Sight of Men too, 
were thoſe Impediments known, unleſs we 


Can 


Tr 


can believe" that Humane Laus ein bind, in 
Oppoſition to the Laws of God; or that 
the force of ſuch a concealed Impediment 2 
makes a Marriage void:before- God,” can nei- 
ther be totally annihilated, or rendered les 
an Impediment, by the Prieft's joining the 
Parties together, than it was before ſuch 
joining. And by like force of Reaſon, whats | 
ever does in the ſight of God reader 4 Mar- 
riage void at the Time of its Celebration, 
muſt render it equally void whenſoever ſucii 
Cauſe ſhall afterwards happen, or be diſcover- 
ed. Moreover, if a Marriage be void before 
God, for Impediments concealed by either 
Party, it muſt be likewiſe void before Him, 
for ſuch Impediments, as although they can» 
not be properly ſaid to be concealed" by the 
party, becauſe the Party is inſenſible of 
having ſuch Impediments; yet may poſs 
ſibly be ſuch as are more grievous to the 
Party's Toke- fellow, and do more ſruſtrate 
ome; of the Ends of Marriage, than any 
other Impediment which the Party could 
have diſcovered but wilfully concealed, can 


fruſtrate other Ends thereof. Now 'the Im- 1. ; 
pediments which» render a Marriage unlaws 
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S ng ſo from-bis'Word 
alone ſingly and impartially Studied, with- 
out any byaſs or leaning: of judgment, or 
other Prejudice or Prepofleſſion hat ſacver, 
from the Canons or Uſages of any Humane 


Court: And whatever from thenet can be 
collected to be an Impediment to any an, 
of the Ends of Marriage, any other Thing 
cqually callected thence, contrary to any 
other End of Marriage, oſt be of equal 
force to null ſuch Marriage. What thoſe 
Impediments be, which the Church in her 
aboveſaid Addreſs may intend, we do not 
here enter into an attempt to .enumerate ! 
But, as they are ſuch as exiſted, as were in 
N at the very Time of celebrating. the 
Marriage, (for it is before the Knot: is tied, 
that the Parties are required to diſcloſe 
them). Adultery cannot be intended to be 
any of them, becauſe each Party being as 
yet in a fingle State of Life, has not been 
capable of committing that Crime: There- 
fore, our Church muſt be neceſlarily under- 
null and void by other Cauſes or Impedi- 
ments then that of Adultery.” And we 
think that a great Part of .theſc-Opinions 
which arc fo ſtrenuouſly adhered * 
1255 | 
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angie n Marriage 
Bond, or of Au, W 
for a Diſſalution, would be removed, if 
Men would duly conſider but this ene Tung, 
which we ſee our, Church grants, That all 
Couples over whom the Prieſt has pronounc- 
ed the Matsimonial Office, although char 
be what in the Eye of the Law, makes 
them paſ ' for Man and Wife z/ that yet 
however, they ate not 7hence, | of neoeſſary 
conſequence joined together by G. 
But, not to inſiſt longer on what we 
think appears (to ſpeak the moſt modeſtly) 
greatly proballæ; that the very Bund may 

be ves for other Cauſes than Adultery 

or Deſertion: In which Opinion we are ſup- 

ported by the Pious and Learned Compilers 

of the aforeſaid Canons, at the Time of the. 
Reformation; by which Canons, was al- 

lowed to the Innocent Party, not only a 
Separation hy Divorce, but even a ſecond: - 
Marriage in all theſe Cates, dig. both for Reform. 
Adultery, and Deſertion, either wilful or lage, 
onl y accidental, if nocertainty aould bead of 50 c. 
the abſent Party's being alive, and the ſe-. 20, l 
| cond Marriage in his. Caſe to ſtand Good, 52 1. 
though the former Party ſhould afterwards. 
return again; and alſo for an An 
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. Bond; we will now conſider Thirdly Whe- 


or that Im 
humane Laws, ſuch OG ens mw 


eee 


wiſe — 7 Which 
to have its Weight with all, dee 
ö from tlie corrupt Chtrei of 
1 I oy, not to 11 Torger on 
e 


ther our Bleſſed Saviour does ſorhid 2 Se- 


paration of the Parties while the Bond of 


Matrimony is existing, when through ſome 
particular Defe& in the Laws of out Nation, 
perfection Which will he in all 


be obtained. b: 

Now, although at firſt kant it nite 
ſeem, as if our Bleſſed Lord had forbidden 
all Stparation; in the 19th Chapter oſ St. 
Matthew, in his Diſcourſe with the Phuri- 
ſees; yet; upon a ſin&a'View and Conſidera- 
tion of that Diſoourſe, we ſhall find, that 
OF the whole Scope thereof, the only Point 

touch'd on was, the Diſſolubility of the 
Bond of Marriage: For, when the Phari- 
cet, by way of Reply; urge the Law of 
Moſes, as well as firſt Queſtion 


eee Nn 


1 


were habituated; to; nor can the Anſwers 


made by our Saviour be, taken as ſpoken bx 


him, 2x46 vaderfined by. than-in way achen; 
The like, may be faid of the Words of ous 


Bleſſed Saviour in St. Matthew, v. 31, 3a. 


. where, dur Lord ſpeaking, of what was in the 
Law. of:Moeſes, muſt neceſſarily be under 


ſtood to intend that Kind of Divorce, which 
by that Law was allowed of, vis. ſach/an 
abſolute: Divorce as might be followed by a 
ſecond Marriage; and which appears plainly 


from the laſt Part of his Words, that whoſi 


ever ſoalk MAR RT her that is Divoreed, 
commirterh. Adultery. So, in St. Mark x. 


the Diſcourſe betywreen the Phariſees - and 
5 our Lord, being ſingly conceming ſuch 8 


putting away of the Wiſe as was allowed by 


tie Lam of Moſes, our Lord can be under- 


ſtood to ſpeale of 0 other than a Diyorce 
which allowed of a ſecond: Marriage; and 
although he ſpeaks· it more darkly to the 
Phariſees, whoſe queſtioning him with in- 


tent only toi tempt him, deſerved to receive” 
no other than an ambiguous Anſwer; yet, 
upon — any 


Wey belt be underſtood; to Sebi 
other denſe than of ſuch «Separation or Dis, | 
vorce'a8 -by that Law and Cuſtom they, - 
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after to his Diſciples, he expreſſes himſelf ſo | 
clearly, as to leave it out of all doubt, that 
the ſort of Divorce he had ſpoken of, was 
fuch as was of might be attended with a 
ſecond Marriage, which re-marrying us 
thiit inch cauſe} the Separation er Divorce 
to become the Crime of Adultery, as may 
be ſeen in the roth, 11th, and 1 ath Verſes. 
Andthe very ſamewe find, almoſt in the fame 
Words, in St. Lake xvi. 18. From all 
which it appearing, that the Divorce ſpoken 

of by our Lord, in every Place recorded by 
the Holy Evangelifts being ſolely concern- 
ing ſuch a Separation as allowed of a ſecond 
Marriage, there is nothing there that ean be 
ſo conſtrued, as that a bare Separation, diſtinct 
from à Diſſolution of the Bond, is forbidden 
by-any Words of our Saviour, e 
Scriptures the lawfulneſs thereof may be 
gathered. And were there nothing thereof 
to be collected from other Parts of the Sacred 
Writings; yet may the Legality thereof, 
by very reaſonable Inference, be drawn from 
our Saviour's Silence concerning ſuch a bare 
Separation as is diſtinct from a Power of 
ſecond Marriage, when ſo fair Occaſions 
offered; of his ſpeaking thereto, as our 
Bleſſed Lord cannot „ 
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him to be ond kr the at Dis 
penſatiom Gen 3 + Te) 
But then, bee denden, Paul (a 
we have ſten) d the Caſe of - Deſertion; 
telling us we are. 10 lnger under Bondage, 
which Gauſe of Divorce that Apoſtle thought 
requiſite to be mentioned by him; becauſe it 
had not been expreſiy, though we think 
impliodly, ſpoken by our Lord; and our 
Saviout baving-granted a Diſſolution of the 
3 upon 4 Daene, of the 
wich Neude Agee thought. nooks 
elk er din wee, Bier it Pen lern au 
deelamed by bh Lord: We think. it may 
thenoggbe teaſonably- argued, that ſo fromg 
a Remedy ava //aiation of the Bond beans 
provided for. theſe two Caſes of Deſertion - 
and Adultery, the former whereof is rather 
a Priyation of, Good, than a poſitive Evil; 
and boch of them (faving the Injury which 
may acerue from the latter to Pœferity, by a 


. roche Mon binfalf oleh £4 


grieyous Burthen, than ſuch aq-unſociable, 


_ uſtſeſs, helpleſs; perverſe Wife, as xenders'a 


Max's! whole. Ji one-'continged Scene of 
Ga Torment. 


1 


Torment. We ſay, i ſo once 


as 4 ſecond Marriage is allowed Dr 52 


Evils, and which chiefly reſpect the Ray; 


it follows with great Analogy of Reaſon, 


that for greater Evils, and ſuch as reſpect 
the chief and principal Part of Man the 
Peace, Quiet, and Comfort of his Mana, 
and which are as oppoſite to ſume of the 
Ends of Marriage, as Adultery or Deſertion 
are to others of them, ſome Remedy ſhould 
alſo be; and that therefore, Where a" Man 
mocts with ſach a Wife, as either by Na- 
ture cannot, or through perverſeneſs of 
Mind will not anſwer any of the Ends of 
Martiage, that he may Juſtly ſeparate him- 
ſelf from her; the Re being 4%, 
while the Evil, to which ſuch leſſer Reme- 


dy is applied, is greater than that, for 


which our Lord wh his Apoſtle | 40 Hlov 
of ſo much a e Rahelly, reed a 
ſecond Marrriage. ' | 
That our Lord did not; in expteſs Wörle, 
enumerate all the Cauſes for Divorce or Se- 
paration, is not to be wondered at. For, 
as God, in delivering the Ten Command- 
ments to the People of 1/rael, from Mount 
Sinai, (did in them expreſs only the Chief 


N to which exh Commindmen hd c. 


lation, 
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ati MHH wer Orinics ef the fans 


Species or Claſs, all leſſer Sins whielr have 


a tendency to lead to the greater, or may be 


referred” to ſuch reſpectire Head, to be in- 


ferred; as is on alt 1 Hands ered. that they 
are included, 7 
named; 80, we may believe, that our Bleſ- 
ſed Lord, in N With the Manner of 


giving that Law, did, in the giving of his "yy 
0WN Laws, lea ayc Pe deal unſaid, Wick 


from the purpo What he had ſpoken, 
our own, Red Would naturally pps 
And therefore, though we ſhould, 

that only Adultery and Deſertion are ex 25 
ly declared to be a Diffolution of the Bos 


of Mars or. a lawful, Cauſe, for, 25 we 
tips et we may reaſonably believe, that 
ing. which totally N any o OY 


the Trade of Marriage, is likewiſe © a | 
Cauſe for 1 5 ; Os becauſe it is to 
preſumed, that the Reaſon why « our Sayiour 


intended. thoſe two Crimes ſhould diſſol ve | 


the Contraft, was, \ becauſe ſome of the 
Ends of Manage were by them fruſtrated. 
Now if the fruſtration of one Eud of Mat- 
tiage is 4 Diſſolution thereof, HT thall not 


and intended, though not 


. 
*- OO —— — — 


the fruffrarion ef 0 . ry End. 
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thereof, be likewiſe. » Pit p8.cof,. 
Contrat2,. if 11.7 10 x0 after 
And as in all Reaſon E e 
that when a Redreſs is proyided far. Aer 
Evils, ſome Relief ſhould be for Endater; 
although we find not that Relief in. & 
Terms, in the Holy Scriptures of the, EW 
Teſtament, (as ſome fay) yet ſeems it caps» 
bly to be thenge collected, both from. St, 
10 c. 7. Paul, and frotn our Lord himſelf, From 
the Dune when, after laying before us the 
Duties of the Husband and Wife, leaft we 

ſhould apprehend thoſe Duties to be 

tually binding, upon every the maſt com- 
fortleſs Marriage, he explains himſelf, by 
v.15. telling us, that God hath called us to Peace: 
That what he has ſpoken, is for our Profit, 
v. 25. not that he may caſt 4 Snare before As, but 
or that which is comely, and that we. may 
ind pon the Lord without diftrattion, 
But if no Separation tay he from the worſt 
of Women, unleſs the deſert of commit 
Adultery, what can be a greater Sparc, 
_ What can be leſs for 8 what * for 


any of the Dutics of his Kaut 7 a - Thoſe 


unhappy Men who, fee! it, can fay this 
more 


MY 6) 
bro fenſibly than bo mo be (deſcribed, c 
cla; eee but. from clapantable 


Experience, 
And as from dt Poul, foal. i bee Mae 
gathered from our Lord himſelf, in his Diſ- x '*t 


courſe with his Diſciples, who upon their 
hearing what their Great Maſter had imme- 
diately before ſaid to the Phariſees, touch- 
ing Divoree; they, from having been bred 
up in the Cuſtoms of their Nation, then 
much depraved by its departure from, and 


falſe Gloſſes put upon their Law, and who 


as yet were of mean Apprehenſions, till en- 
lightened by the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
upon them, after. our Lord's Departure; 
they therefore apprehending that our Lord 


had made ſo vaſt and ſo ſevere an Alteration 


in their Law, as to have forbidden 4 Di- 
vorce or Separation, do, with a ſceming 


Aſtoniſnment, apply to him, and ſay, St. Mart, 


the Caſe be ſo of the Mas with bis Wife, it 
is not good to Marry; as if they had ſaid, 
+ If In n ih al Cafes; reſtrained. from 
putting away ſuch a Wie, as he can with 
no Comfort live with, he had better not 
« Marry at all, than run the hazard of be- 
zm eee. 
1 and yrt be reſtrained from any 
G 4 Liberty, 
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Liberty, either of ſecking Gor them e- 
* where, or even of diſentangling himſelf 
from ſuch unexpected and inſupportable 
 «/Diſcomfort.” \To which our Lord re- 


V. 11, 12. turns this Anſwer, All Men cannot receive 


this ſaying, ſave they! to whom it is given, 
for there are ſome Eunuchs ' which were" ſo 


born from their Mother's Womb : And there 
are ſome Eunuchs which were made Eunuchs 
of Men : And there be Eunuchs which have 
made themſelves Eunuchs for the Kingdom 
of Heaven's ſake. He that is able to re- 
cerve it, let him recerve it: As though he 
had faid, © Do not miſtake what I have 
6: ſpsken, as if T had in all Caſes forbidden 
« any Separation, after a Marriage once en- 
< tered into, for there are difference of Cir- 
« cumftances, which will very much vary 
the Matter: All Men are not capable of 
that prudential Aphoriſm, that a ſingle 
« Life is more profitable and fit for their 
« Turn, than Marriage, but thoſe only 
* whom God hath ſome Way more than 
c ordinarily fitted for it by ſpecial Gifts ; 
g and for ſuch, it is good, both that they 
« ſhould Marry, and though they do not 
« meet with all thoſe Comforts which 
% ought to be had in that State, ſhould 
nn bear 


— 


7 7 "I 
& bear" with eng ne Dang 
« pointments, as long as they are any? way” - 
« tolerable; rather than Separate,” knowing: 
« that: ſuch Separation will, in all likeli- 
1 | 
their Ability to reſiſt: There are 
indeed, who are naturally enabled 
r — 
„live unmarried : Some again, are 
„ by Men diſabled (of which among the 
« Heathen there were many, ordinarily 
« called Zunucht :) And ſome, through 
« firmneſs of Reſolution, have gotten that 
« Maftery over themſelves, that they can 
« live chaſtely in a ſingle Life, and do ſo, 
on that they may have fuller Va- 
« . cancy for applying themſelves: to a Life 
« of Devotion, Heavenly-mindedneſs, and 
« the Duties of Chriſtianity : He that can 
« do ſo; he that can live chaſtely in a State 
<4 of Celibacy, let him do as he will, he may 
« take his Choice, to live unmarried, or if 
« in marrying he finds ſuch a Wiſe as ren- 
ders his Life uncomfortable; and fruſtrates 
* all the Ends of Marriage, I do not gain- 
« fay his ſeparating from her, for the Peace 
and Quiet of his Mind; — 
7 _—_ and live in , let him ſo do. 


tiep 
Freat whith' Diſcourſe: of our Hleſſed L 
with his Diſciples, as it ſeems to reſpett, or 
at leaſt include a State of Separation, diſtin 
from a Dilution of the Bond; ſo does it 
rather encourage it, when no Comfort is to 
be had in Marriage, and that it be confeftent 
will Puridys; ehe NAG 5g 
woebid it. 70 

rom wht has been ſaid; ue that 
an Allowance of fuch Separation as we have 
been ſpeaking 'of, viz. 4 ling ſeparate, 
norwnthſt anding that the Bond is not diſ- 
ſalved, may be very fully colleQed. (And 
by how much greater Latitude may be diſ- 
covered in the Goſpel, for a Diſſolution of 
the Bond of Marriage, by fo much leſs was 
there any need to ſet forth a Liberty of a 
bare Separation diftin& from aw abſolate 
Ds/ſolmtion.) And in this our Opinion we 
are ſtrongly ſupported, by what we find to 
have been the ſtanding Opinion of our own 
Leci /lators ; for it cannot be gainſaid, that 
it has been conſtantly their Opinion, that it 
is not diſagreeable to the Laws of the Goſ- 
pet, that a Separation may be, in caſe of a 
very uncomſortable Life, even where the 
Bond continues to eit; becauſe, tho) by 
the Laws of this Nation, fach' — 


on purple or lv particular Perſon bs 
pon a full Perſwaſion of its Allowableneſi 

to al Glrjfions the Law of God. Nay, 
that the Bang, itſelf may be diſſolved for 
Hard Treatment, was. the Opinion of the 
| Compoſers: of he ret Canons of King pee 
forming from the Church of Rae, buck fg 
in ſuch. Caſe, they allowed both of Dire, 
and a ſecond Marriage to the innocent Party; 
which, had that lived till the Eſta- 
bliſkment of thoſe Canons, would have been 
the Practice of our Eccleſiaftical Courts, 
without immediate Application to the Le- 
gilatuge, in n particular 

We know 1 that, our Bleſſed Lord 
has laid down, a very poſitive. Command, 
Mat, xix 6, What therefore Cad bath joined 
tagetlyr, let not Man pw aſunder. And 
far be it from us te think, any Attempt. ta 
py dle vir God hath joined tg, 
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to de any leſs ſach an Offence as, wither 
Repentance, muſt end in eternal Fenner 
than any other the moſt heinous Wilftl 
Tranſꝑreſſion of his Law: But hate Wits 
no Crime, rather is it a Duty to ſeparate 
what God has nor joined together. And 
there can be little diſt: and (as before öb- 
ſerved) our Church does admit, that ſome 
Couples who are joined in Wedlock, are 
not joined together by God. The Charge 
(before recited) in the Beginning of the Pub- 

lick Office for Solemnization of Matrimony, 
does ſuppoſe it, and takes that Caution to 
prevent it : For, by reaſon of the many 


| ſecret Impediments which may be undiſco- 
verable by Man, ſhe therefore adjures them 


by the Dread of that Judgment where the 
Secrets of Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, to con- 
feſs any Impediment that either of them 
know of, aſfuring them, that whoever are 
coupled together otherwiſe than God's Ward 
doth allow, are not joined together by. God, 
neither is their Matrimony lawful, © The 
bare being joined together then, by | Solem- 
nization of the Matrimonial Office,” is not 
enough to fix a Belicf that God hath joined 


— when from Scripture and Reaſon 
1M MM wo 
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rather to be ſeparated. Ib a1 . 44 194 
For our ſtill clearer Lache ben, we go 


on vel cnflder what are the Duties of the 


married State, as they are laid down, by the 


Apoll 


And firſt, St. Paul tells Us, Nöte Concer: Cor. vii. 
ing the Things whareof' ye wrote: unto 60. 


It I is good for e Man wa to touch a Mi. 
_ ' Nevertheleſs, to aud | Fornication, 
Man haue his own Wife, * 
pet have" her own Huchand. | 
Flitherto we find only a Direction, ir 
what Purpoſe\a Perſon'ought to marry: But 
now, if * note marrying, the "Caſe ſhould 
happen to be ſt 


of, in cbnfidering the SecondZndvof Mars 


riage mentioned by. our Church, and which 


cannot be innooently known beſdre the Par- 
ties are aftuglly married, this Reaſon here 
laid down by St. Pau in the ſecond Verſe, 


has not its Effect: And why may not, in 
ſuch Caſe, the Advice or Opinion of the 
Apoſtle, in the Poſition by him laid down | 


in the firſt Verſez be rather to take Place? 
and might 2 one of the Caſes, 
ten to ang and by which, «in theſe two 
rie Verſes 


we dee Tauſe un behere the Parties ought 


es of our Lord, in the New Teſtament. | 
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uch as we have already.ipoken - 


Filed OO oY ow +». A or us „ . ens — — 


"Ts 1 
Vids, he way be ratumning an Auſwer; 

For we at this diſtance; having ne Infonns- 
tion of the Oepaſiom of his Writing, but 
what: is to be gathered out of the Epiſtles 
thomſal ves, it ib not ſtrango that ma 
n e eee 


dn to fs che Dum 
5 of married Penlans, thus. 

Let the Huchand runde. ance. the Wis 
dus Benevolence : Am tTihowiſe ain the 
Wife unto the Husband. The-Wifa bub not 
Power of her 0x71 Body,: but the: Hub: 
Aud hkewsſt: alſo the Hisband laub not 
Power of His .own. Bady, but the on 
Defraud' ye (not an ib athir, except 
with Conſent for a time, . 5 4-2 
Jour ſaluer to Faft ing and Præper; and com 
together again, that Satan tempt yum aut for 
your Incontinency. But I. ſ peut this by Par- 
miſſton, and ust of Commandment. But 
if they cannot contain, ler rium marry * For 
it: it better to marry than to bury, : And 
unto te married I c yet not I, bui 
the Lord, let not the Wiferdepart: from ber 
Hhxband: But ififbe depart; let her reman 
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zun vv 


— feontaail wie ich) 


Aud let not nen ene 
Mie. ELSE une 


Andelfewhere, Won, Aue 


unto your own Husbands, as unto the Lord. 
For the Hasband is "the Head 
even 'as Ghrift- is the Head 
And be is the Saviour of 
fore as the Church is fubjet? ft, 
kt the Wroes be to their . 


of the Church : 


every | 
even as Chriſt 2 the Obarch, wad 


gave himſolf for ir; that he might ſanthify 
and c 


the Word; Og” WES 
e 232 ; 


ought Men to love their Wives, as * 
Bodies + He that loveth his Wife, louorb 
himſelf: For no Man ever yet hated his 
on Flefb, but nouriſheth and chorifteth it, 
even ds the Lord the Church fur us ar 
Members of his Body, of his Fleſb, and of 
his Bones. For this Gauſe ſball a Ma 
leave his Father and: Mother, and ſhall be 


joined mute lig Wife, and they rw ſha be 
ane Bloſh, © This je. 8 great Myſtory.s But 1 


» 4 hn l * 
l : Nenn RR 6 
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of the Wife, 


leanſe it with rhe weben of Mie | 
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2 
e * 
. the Wife fee that ſhe reverence her Husband. 
Cole. ii. . And again, Waves} ſubmit yourſehuen ne 


your own Husbands; ia it is fit in L 


Flusbands,' — _ —_— 
unge 1 & \ 
And St. Peter. lays before Hnotinds and 


| Pee l. ty — be ene 10 your 


won by the Corverſation of the Wi F 
they bebald your - chaſte Converſation coupled 
' with Fear: Whoſe adorning, lat it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting _, 


and of wearing of Gold, or of putting\ on of 
Apparel. But lit it be the hidden Man of 


the Heart, in that which AGES 
even the Ornament f a meek and quiet 
Spirit, which is in the Sight Ons 
Price. For after this manger. in the. ald 
Time, the holy Women allo.wha.trufted in 
Gad, adorned themſelves, being mſubjettion 
unto their um Husbands ;. cuen at Sarah 
obeyed Abrabam, calling him Lord e. Whoſe 
mee, 
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Word, they 1 — e, 
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more proper to be recollefted in o 
own. Je! Aha chan. 
expreſſed. e eee e og 
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* to be 
And * eee a very-ma- 


a nifeſt, and intolerable Inconvenientes} in 


underſtanding a General Precept to be uni- 
verſally binding, it is a juſt Prejudice againſt 
that Opinion which teaches it to be ſo un- 
derſtood: This alone indeed is not ſuffi- 
« cient to prove a Thing lawful againſt a 
plain Precept; but this alone is reaſon 
enough to incline us to think there is no 
ſuch Precept, and to put us upon enquir- 
« ing whether there be any ſuch Precept or 
0 no, and whether it muſt wb be un- 
4 derſtood in that Senſe; and to oblige us 
« to put fome other Interpretatich upon it, 
« if it be fairly capable of any other Senſe.” 
As for inſtance ; What is a more indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of a Chriſtian, than that of Alms- 
giving, and in what more general and poſi- 
tive Words could that Precept have been 
delivered than it is by our Bleſſed Lord, 
Luke vi. 30. Give to every Man that acketh 
of thee ?- But no Man, ſince the Time of 


thoſe Words being pronounced, ever thought 


they were to be underſtood: ſtriftly, but 


"On to ner * reaſonable 
3 Limitations 


WIT r hay | 
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vi. 19. Loy mor up fer yourſelves Treaſures 
upon Earth, is as poſitively pronounced as 
Words can do it; yet if this is to be as ab- 
ſolutely taken, as it is expreſſed, how'can 
the Neceſſities and Duties of Liſe be an 
ſwered? what Proviſion can be made ſor 


Families, or Children? what Trade or Com- 


merce can be carried on in the World? And 
ſo again Luke xii. 29. Seek'ye not what Ft 
ſpall eat, or 'what ye ſbali drink, which is 
impoſſible: to be underſtood poſitively, by 
at leaſt three Quarters" of the World, who 
_ muſt neither eat nor drink at all, unleſs - 
they ſeek” it, and ſeek it in earneſt too, 
with Toil and great Pains. And thus in | 
many Places of Holy Writ. 

"And if all Precepts and Rules laid 4 

in general Terms in Holy Scripture, are 
9 diſtinction to be applied in Practice, 
to all Caſes whatſoeyer, wherein there may 
be ſuch Exceptions, as When they happen, 
will from Reaſon juſtify themſel ves, and 
which, for their Odzouſneſs, it might ſeem 
good to the Spirit of God, rather to leave to 
our own Reaſon (diligently, impartially, and 
without Prejudice exerciſed, with a ſincere 
Deſire of knowing the Will of God) to find 


— — — 
— —;E!;̃ ee ee at rg nn nn nn CO CO — 
= 
2 
= 


Mat. 


— _—_— Seat. All 


" * * p 1 enn N 
— we — * — * 9 * , ys + 
* LEY Gd g e 1 
* * 7 N e 
of + * . 4 4 — * + 
* . R 


[| 100 ] 
e to expreſs them in P Mee 
we tay, if ſuch an undiftinguiſhing Applica. 
tion in Prattics is to be made, the I/7 
of Scripture may be perverted to the | 
verſe of the Purpoſe of them, We have an 
Inftance' hereof in theſe poſitive Words of 
our Saviour, The Soribes and Phariſees fit 
4 'W/ 


they bid you obſerve, that obſprue and do. 
But — yuh know little of our Bleſſed 
Lord's Will, that would take this for an 
unlimitted Command to obſerve the Scribes 


and Phariſees, when our Saviour himſelf 


Mat. xv. etfewhere condemns their teaching far Dur- 


6, 9. 


irines the Commandments of Men; _ and 

making the Commandments of God of none 
effett by their Traditions. It was one of the 
<riminal Errors of thoſe Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, and one of the Deficiencies of their 
Righteouſneſs, that they regarded only 
the Letter of the Law, not the Tytention of 
it; they minded the Words 'of the Com- 
niandment; not the true Meaning and De- 
ſign of it. And we fear that even ſince the 
Time of the Scribes and Phariſees, this an- 


Erxrot, of not ſufficiently diftingaiſhing the 


Reaſon of a general Command in' Scripture, 


„ has 


e- po. oaks 


CCC 
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greatly miſpuided and entangled the Gon- 
ſciencts of many innetent Souls, not only in 
Matters, wherein the Peace and Happineſs 
of particular Perſons or Families may he 


concerned. but of mote Publick and Na. £2 


tional Importance. And tho we are not to 
depart from plain Scripture, to ſupport our 
own unreaſonable Humours, or worſe Put- 
poſes; yet the Word of God being given to 
us 0 reuſonabie Creatures, we both may, 
and muſt uſe our own Reaſon for diſcover - 
ing its true Intent and Meaning, and not 
lean on other People's; © for (as a very 
learned Author obſerves) if T muſt believe 
« fot myſelf, it is unavoidable that I muſt 
« underſtand for myſelf, becauſe if I blindly 
« with' an implicit Faith take any Man's 
Interpretation of Scripture, without exa- 
„mining whether it be Chriſt's Meaning, 
tis that Man I believe in, not in Chrift ; 
« 'tis what he fays I embrace, for what 
« Chriſt ſays I neither know nor concern 
« myſelf; I make myfelf that May's Dif- 
« ciple inftead of Jeſus Chriſt's : And it will 


be rio leſs Sacrilege in me to ſubſitimate 


„any other in e Room to be my Pro- 
« 'phet, than to be my King or Prieft.” 
0, ON eee 
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It requires thereſore a very eireumſpoct | 
Gin not to ſuperſede our ou²m "diligent : 
Search into the Meaning of our Lord and 
his Apoſtles, by the more eaſy and indolent 
Method of implicitly acquieſeing in No- 
tions, how generally ſoever received; for, as 


| we are not to take a Latitude not giyen by 


the Es of God, ſo, not to think our» 
ſelyes bound to more than really we are, 
nor to make his Laws more rigorous than 
his Wiſdom has made them, eſpecially when 
that Rigour is on the Side oppoſite to what 
is the. End of all his Laws, Charity; nor 
either to looſe what he has bound, or to 
bind where he has looſed: And hardly in 
any Caſe needs there more of this Caution, 
than with Reſpect to the Marriage Bond; 
for if, by ſtretching it beyond God's Ap- 

pointment, we meet with Afflictions therein, 


tis not God, but ourſeFves who lay them, 
and which then we can neither expect ſup- 


port under, nor deliverance from, as we 


piouſly may when they come from Hi: 
Hand: And if we entangle ourſelves in a 
Yoke not laid on us of God, and conſe- 
quently leſs immediately under his Pro- 


tetion, ought we not to fear, that we 
may endanger our being tempted to ſuch 


* 


v4 - * 
4a. is 
3 


([ 03 ] De 
Ads a'will indiſputably diffolye: the Ma- | 
Tye, rather than undergo a Bon- 
dage, *uncotnfortable, - and perhaps inſup- 
portable to Humane Nature, unaſſiſted a> 
Divine Grace and Strength ? - | 
We ſay not this, an weaken the Force of 
the Duties here laid-down, for the Husband 
and Wife to render to each other dueſene- 
volence : that they each have not Power. 
over their own reſpective Body, but either 


the Power over the other: that they are 


not to defraud esch other, but with conſent; 
for a Time of Devotion, and to return to 
each other again: that they are not to de- 
part from, or put away each other: that, 
the Wife is ſo to reverence, and to be in 
Subjection to her Husbend, as the Church 
is to Chriſt: That the Husband is to love 
and cheriſh his Wife, as Chriſt does the 
Church, and to d well with her according 
to Knowledge, gi ving honour to her as the 


weaker Veſſel, All Which, as they relate 


to the general Purpaſe and Intent of Mar- 
riage, which is the an Thing both theſe 
Apoſtles are here treating of, and. not as if 
they would exclude all exception. from theſe, 
general Rules, for. ant, Caſe howſoever eir- 
A nor could ſuch an Excluſion 


H 4 
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be, Wichont conttadi ding 
tis Lord and him; e 
are indiſpenſible Duties, and hat aug te 
be in 4% Marriages, we readily grant4:but 
then, it muſt be m ndl M Smd this: 
one (and vr think more — > 
tion is, without Controvorſy, made by aur 
Bleſſed Saviour, and another by his 
Apoſtle, “ 
Benevolence mentioned by St. Pay ceaſes 
to be due: That the Right ar Power over 
the Body of the one, no longer continues 
veſted in the other: that the farbearing Co- 
habitation: is no longer ſuch a deftauding, 
nor Deſertion, ſuch a departing ſtam, os 
putting away, as the Apoſtle. forbids; nor 
the Love enjoined the Husband towards his 
Wiſe, any longer ſuch an Obligation 
hin, as aden him colin: 6 Una i 
or not coming up to it. And if aber Gaſes 
there be, either of a [total Diſſolution of the 
Bond of Matrimony, or of a'Sepatation of 
the Parties altho' the Bond be exiſting, 
thoſe likewiſe muſt be neceſſarily; intended 
to be excepted out of theſe genera Bale 
and ſo far as they make a. Separation 
n 


ſpoken of 


"=" 1% 


Now 


7 hoy 5 

Nom all the Duties of th 
aeationgd by theſe Apoſtles, are ectingible 
to theſt u Heads; « Love of Complatenty, 
with reſpeR-to the Min j and Gobobitation; 


with reſpect to the Baty: But where, W 


cording to tie Frame of our Nature, neither 


of these ane \attainable, - the Obligation 
thereto muſt ther neceflarily ceaſe, 


As to the Former then. In order to a 
true Knowledge 'of the Husband's Obligs · 
tion theteto, we muſt enquire what is the 
Nature of Love. For as a late moſt Reyc» 
rend Divine of our Church obſerves con» 


cerning our Theughts, * that it is in yain flo gr. 
give Rules for the Government of them 
* til-ive know how for vo hate be 
over them; and'that for want of enquiring 
„ intq, amt ſettling that Point, many have 


„une me nn Ran who 


finding themſelves not able to live up to 


« the Inſuuſtiom given them, have cons 
«© cluded themſelves to be in Fault, inftedd 
« of oonſidering that their Teacher might 
« be in a Miſtake, at that he did not ſub 
Nr 
„gave his Advice: to“ 80 may it be fad 
of our Inclinations and Afetions, that it 
can be of very lil U 9 ell. * 
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how they ought to govern them, till they 
know how far the Government thereof is 
within their own Power. And this is very 
neceſſary to be conſidered, with reſpect to the 
Married State, becauſe, tho” it be unde- 
niable that Love will render many Incon- 
veniences both tolerable, and ſometimes im- 
perceptible, where the Mind can be wrought | 
up into a Conjugal Affection, yet that may 
ſometimes be, more in a Man's Defire, than 
in his Power, if we conſider the Nature of 
that Affection which we call Love: For, 
(not to meddle with it as an Attribute of 
the Deity, whoſe Emanations are ever from 
his own incomprehenſible Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs ; neither examining what it is 
in the Animal Part of the Creation; nor 
what it may be in the Spirits of juſt Men 
made perfect, it being yet hidden from us 
what Enlargement our Faculties may attain 
to in that conſummate State) in our preſent 
Condition it is, an Affection which we have 
for an Object conſidered by us as a Good. 
Or in other Words, tis 2 pouring out, or 
Effufion of the Mind and Wil, which Mer | 
out of itſelf, to diſuſe itſelf upon an Object 

that ſeems capable to make it happy. So as 


that the Soul of Man is not capable of the 
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Exerciſe thereof towards any Object; meer- 
ly as an Object, but for ſome Quality in 
that Object cauſing a Complaceney in the 
Imagination of the Agent: For 4s the De 
cannot ſee but what is Viſible, vor the Un- 
derſt anding concerve what is not Intelligible 3 
ſo the Will cannot lous and chuſe what * not 
(at leaſt in ſhew)' Amiabl. 

Which Definition of Zove, | 
univerſally true, -as to all Created Objects: i 
but if we carry it up to the Creator, we 
ſhall find that there alſo, the Affection, 
even in the State of Innocence (the Mind of 
Man retaining its pureſt Ideas of the Su- 
preme Being, unprejudiced by Vice or Paſ- 
ſion) was moved towards God by the Excel- 
lencies he underſtood that Being to be en- 
dued with; and the only Senſe in which 
we can be ſaid to love God for himſelf is, 
becauſe his Perfections for which we love 
him, are his very Eſſence: For were it poſ- 
ſible to conceive of the Deity, /imply as 4 
Being, diveſted of, or diſtinct from its eſſen- 
tial Perfections, we apprehend that the Mind 
of Man could not exerciſe any Love to- 
wards him, becauſe our Affection is natural- 
ly incapable of any Eflur, but 10 incited 


by 


„ 
by the 4 of an exterior Object 
And that the Intention of the Creator, is, 
for the Nature of it in us to be thus, ap- 
pears, in that he ever tequires our Love ta 
himſelf, from the Conſideration of one or 
other of his Excellencies as the Motive, and 
never meerly from his Being, abſtractedly 
conſider d. And this Intention of the Crea- 
tory as we diſcover it ſo to be in his Word, 
2 we find it to be thus in Experience, 
That ſomething Good paſt, preſent, or 
6 promifed for the future, is the ſole Foun- 
dation of our Love to God, it terminates 
„ upon ourſelves and our own Good, and 
« where we neither have, nor do Experi- 
ener that, nor have any Good in Hope 
« or Proſpect, it is impoſſible to Love.“ 
To which we ſhall add the Words of ano- 
- other Great Prelate of our Church: When 
« Men are convinced that their utmoſt Feli- 
« city doth conſiſt in the Enjoyment of 
« God; this is what properly provokes Af- 
« fotian and Deſire, namely, his relative 
« Goodneſs as to us; f that this Virtuc 
(our Love to God) doth properly con- 
« ſiſt in ſuch. a kind of Eſteem of his 
* Goodneſs, his Juſtice, his Truth and 


ed « Faithfulneſs, as is withal hs TY 
Wi 


« Eflvem' of our Judgment, 9 


3p: 
e 
e 
* 
is 
d 
4 
th 
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« with a Hope and Relief of our 
« own Happineſs by them. And this is 
properly the true Ground and Original of 
« cur Lor to Gl“ Pur, ſays he, theſe 
« Perſettions of the Divine Nature, n- 
« ſidered abſolutely, as they are in them 
ſebres, abſtracting fram any Beneũt that 
% we our ſelves may have by then; in this 
« Senſe, they can only produce in us an 


« Defixe or Zeal in our Mill or 
And being thus in ua, with regard to the 
Creator, ' ich mom muſt 1 . 6, with 
reſpott to all Created Objedts. | 

This them being the Nature e 
When we meet with an Object, in which 
our Minds can diſcern nothing DeleBtgble 
(much more when every Thing appears fuch 


as naturally excites a quite contrary: Diſpoſi- 
tion in us) it is not to be expected that we 


ſhould exerciſs that Mfecrion which there is 


* 1. a9 


a total failure in the Ohjet# to move, any 


more than it is to be | imagined, that be» 
cauſe there is naturally implanted in us, 
the Faculty to ſas and bear, we ſhould ex- 
erciſe thoſe genſes when, no Object of 'Sight - 
or Hearing preſents itſelf to us; or that we 
can ſee a viſible Object r is 
gone, 


[wo] 

gone. For, as we know that our Bodily 
ſuch Impreſſions, and ſuch only as are pro- 
per to their Purpoſe; and the Object of 
Senſe are not applies to our ſeveral Senſes 
indifferently, but ſeverally to each, as each 
Senſe is by Nature adapted or accommodat- 
ed, for the entertaining, and making a Re- 
port of thoſe Objects to the Soul or Un- 
derſtanding; fot” we do not ſmell Sounds, 
nor ſee Perfumes, nor hear Colours, and yet 
we percerve theſe as perfectly by that one 
particular Senſe which is by Nature ap- 
pointed to take the Perception thereof, as 
if all our other Senſes aided in giving us ſuch 
Perception: And as our Perception of any 
Object of Knowledge depends upon the Mu- 
tual ſuitableneſs, the Agreement or Propor- 

tion which is between that Object, and the 
Organ or Faculty in us, that is contrived to 
apprehend it: Even fo, and as indiſputably, 
muſt it be granted, that each Aﬀettion of 
our Minds or Souls, muſt have an Object 
properly ſuited to it, or it is impoſſible for 
that Affection to be put into Exerciſe. And 
as being impoſſible, Infinite Juſtice 'cannot 
, Tequire it, lo where no rag f 
van. (fed 


the wile Mindy —— upon 
the moſt intimate cognizanoe that ſexerul 
Vears Marriage en give, we ſind ourſelves | 
linked to a meer animated: Vegetabis; er e 
the Expreſſion may be admitted) is it poſſi- 8 
ble to exerciſe that true Commgal Rational 
In this Caſe there remaining nothing for the 
Affection to fix upon, but bare Senſuality, 
common to us with the Brutes, either the 
from, or is ſunk into a Depravity as far be- 
low its Nature, as the Excellencies of the 
Soul tranſcend the bodil Senſes 5 and 1 4 
much the leaſt Deſign ' Marriage, that to 3 
enter into that State with that View only, 
is counted a Prophanation of that Hh 
Ordinance, appointed for much more noble 
Ends; and is look d on as à certain Argu- 
ment! thai "ther it no true Love towards 
the Perſon eee only defire for fuch 0 
mean een . ___ oo! pays et - 
Charch. + | 

As wither a Auen Som 15 | 
Love a Man hath for hit own Fleſb, to 
the Hiisband's Love of his Wife, we readily 
en ſubſcribe 
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which the Apoſtie ay; intend ii: Bhs the 
right underſtanding of which, it is to ha c. 
Fade aber e the Tove a italy” 
bears to his g Rach. Now thautzh ut 
ſhauld have known m ad 
the conſtant Courſe of the Werld; andes, 
cially from what every Man feln in-himfels, 
had, we never deem told by the Apaſit thr 
20 Man ever yot hated bis wn Fleſh bur 
nonriſherh and: choriſheth it; end in dur 
Duty as: well as.catural Inelination ſo to der 
Let is there. no Precept - theo! band dne 
rn to be fond, 
ay, bodify Dede which may 3 0 
Frame and Conſtitution: 80 far chereſrom, 
that nothing renders a Man more 

ble, or his Judgment more to be called in 
a8 hot 10 perceive, in kimſelf thoſe:Deforni. 
parent to all the reſt-of Mankind; and not 
only be ſenſible of them, but may ufd any 
innocent Endeavours:'t6-conceal; alter or 
amend them, where thut can be done: Or 


me: Where a Member becomes id infected 


— 


ee Diſeaſes: (as thr ee. 


may, nay 


"Two 


Body,ccorvahe! retuning it wil probably 
the dom of the whole, his-Life :> T& has ever 
been eſteemed reaſonable, vif not his Duty, 
in ſuch Caſe to conſent to the ſevering of 
ſuch corrupt Member, ſor the Good of the 
reſt of the Be y; and chin without un con- 
tradiction to: that innate Principle of 
which a Man bears to his own Fleſh" nay 


in Truth, is che genuine Effect of that Self. 
Love which, in the 1 


nouriſn and cheriſ the whole Bod 7). 
To apply then this Argument, as far as 


we conceive tlic Apoſtle ooud any ways in- 
| tend to urge it, vo ay, That in grnerul it 


is doubtleſs: the Duty of every Man ſo to 
love his Wiſe as himſelf; * yet, let a 
Man's Inclinations ſo to do, be never ſo 
yet ſtill he may, both be ſenſible of 
whatever Defects he ſees in his Wiſe,” and 
ougkt, to aſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours eee, of them, 


in order for hin Lovt tu her to continue: Or 


where ſhe beentnes tack” an incurable cor- 


rupt Part of him, 28 ine vitably to zender his SM 


Life à State of Miſery, and incotifolable 
Unbappineſt, he müny then ſspumte hümſulf 
from ſuch * — > 


ier 


— 


Rev. 11. 
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the Comtnand of tle Apoſtle, ſoundeũ en 
| r 
pray ob: 


Apoſtle TG Patt of His 
— even ac the Land tore th 
Ghurch. \ 

In conſidering of which Similitade- of 
Marriage, repreſenting the Myſireal Union 
between Chriſt and his Church, and the Ar- 
gument thence. drawn by the Apoſtle, for 
the Husband's Love of his Wife; we arc 
carefully to conſider what is the genuine In- 
tention of the inſpired Writer. It is certain 
that Chriſt, by his Holy Spirit, will effec- 
tually preſerve a pure Ghurchi on Earth till 
the Conſummation of All Things, and there- 
fore his Love to her will continue as long; 
but if the whole Church could he Grppoſed 
to fall off, as we know ſome once famous 


Churches have done, then would Chriſt no 


longer eſteem Her as his Spouſe, any more 
than thoſe particular Churches whoſe Can- 
dlefticks he has taken away. Even fo; to 
make it the Husband's Duty to love: his 
Wife, as Chiiſt doth the Church, it is requi- 
ſite ſhe be ſuch a Wife as (in ſome Menſure 
at leaſt) myſtically reſembles the Chureh ; 


in which Caſe; he muſt be the laſt of Man- 


kind who would not account it as much his 


I 


Ia 
Happineſs as ls Duty 1 Ls: But 
whete from ſome unalterable Cauſe in Na. 
ure, or from à more eximital Par vorſeneſz 
of Ad 1 Wise neither is, vin, nor ein 
be any ſuch Reſemblamee, the Love of 
Chrift to his Cliatch catinot be intended fot 
a Dir of « Husbarid's Love to ſack 4 
Wife, as, if the refembles any Thing, is a 
myſtical Reprefetitatioh only of ot once 
urches which are no longer owned as the 
Spouſe of Chriſt And though fuch Marriage 
could, iti a wide tation, be called 4 
Figu fe of that Spiritual Union; yet the Di- 
vine Pattern being in this, 8 
ſet before us as a Perfection which we cin 
never attain to, though we are to Copy a- 
ter it b far as our Nature is capable; it fol- 
lows, that when the Husband's Love 
amounts fo high, as till an anvincible I 
pediment, either from the inward Frame 
of our Beings, or from outward Ob- 
jetts ſtops it, it is all that is required 
of us; and the Argument from the » T6 


of Chrift to his Church, an be draun n 


further. 

Now E n bend 2e Lit t 
meet with's MI carhiely” made up of dif- 
taſteful Qualitics, and too often the Lot of 
the more "ſober" worn either from a highet 


"og I 2 | Power 
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Power deſtining the moſt Virtuous to be the 
moſt unhappy here; or from the Nature of 
the Thing, that ſuch are more eaſily led 
into a miſtaken, Judgment, through too 
charitable a Diſpoſition, or through avoid- 
ing that Licence by which the looſer Sort 
make a more prying previous Scrutiny : 
When a Man who propoſed none but Hul. 
able Ends in taking a Companion, and who 
enters into Wedlock with a ſtrong Reſolu- 
tion to perform the Duties of that State, 
(among which, Conjugal Love cannot be 
the leaſt Part of hi Conſideration) and 
whoſe Deſires of doing right, conſcienciouſ- 
ly reſtrain him from thoſe Latitudes which 
are the frequent Conſequences of a miſtaken 
Marriage; when ſuch a Man meets with 
only a ſort of Non-entity, a privation of all 
that makes Conjugal Society comfortable to 
a Virtuous Mind, and the natural Incapaci- - 
ty, and perverſe Temper of the Party, 
ſhewing no poſſibility of Amendment ; as 
the Diſappointment muſt, needs, be greater, 
than to a Perſon whoſe Paſſions are predo- 
minant to his Reaſon; ſo the Fears of a 
tender Mind, finding be cannot love: fo 
cordially as others do (who though in the 
like Relation, have not the like Impedi- 
ee for want of a right 
9 50 Diſcernment, 


4s 
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Diſcernment,- to ſuggeſt to himſelfß bar 
to be his Fault, which is only his faultleſs = 
Misfortune, yet ſuch a Misfortune as yeri- 


fies the Polen of « noted Ma that the 
Married State, with and without the Nec. 
tion ſuitable to it, is the compleateſt' Image 
of Heaven and Hell, we are ba roogy 1 Fe- 
cerving in this Life. N 

Such Marriage then, can Bak tis Nein 
blance to that Love and Union which is 
between Chriſt and his Church: And to 
ſtrain that majeſtick Similitude to ſuch 4 
Contrariety, would be Prophane with re- 
gard to Chriſt, and ien, with re- 
ſpect to his Church. 2 

It appears then, from what has been now | 
ſaid, that there may be ſuch Caſes, wherem 


that com Love and Affection laid 


down by the Apoſtles as Duties of the 
Married State, are not attainable, and conſe- 


quently are not then ſo obligatory, as that 
the Omiſſion or Want thereof renders a 


Man Culpable. And this may be illuſtrated 
by one 


the moſt Noble and moſt Sublime 
Subjects that humane Reaſon is capable to 
Exerciſe its Contemplations upon; we mean 
that of the Goodneſs of Providence. How 
incomprehenſibly Great the Goodneſs - o 
Proyiderice Would be, where it could freely 

1 3 * 
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Exerciſe {elf without any external. lupe · 
diment. to ſet Bounds to it, is tog vaſt to 
be conceived hy us in this Maxtal State, 
and may probably be above our finite Com- 
prehenſions to take the Full of it, eyen 
when we arrive at 2 State of Glory, ſince 
even the very Angels themſelves are not 
able to penetrate into that age particular 
Gupendous Inſtance of the Divine Goodneſs 
in the Redemption of. loſt Man, by the 
Death of Chriſt: And yet, as vaſtly incom - 
prehenſible as is this innate and unconfined 
Goodneſs of God, yet we ſee, that when he 
comes to put that Goodneſs into Exerciſe 
with regard to Mankind, his Wiſdom will 
not ſuffer, that the external Exerciſes of his 
Goodneſs ſhould bear Propertion to the in- 
finite Fulneſs of the Divine Nature, hut to 
the State, Condition, and Capacities of Crea- 
tyres; and cannot act abſolutely, but with 
relation to the Nature, Quality or Nefert 
of the Subjects who are to receiye Good. 
As then, the other Perfectioms of the Divine 
Nature do neceflarily ſet theſe Bounds to 
the exterior Exerciſes of his Goodneſs; how 
much more. may the beſt Diſpoſition of 
Temper in Man be reſtrained from exerting 
thoſe AﬀeQions which it may be the mol} 
Hog diſpoſed to __ n a Wise, 


when 


certain Crimes put her away, and aboliſh 
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when i mr with fee Cho 


and QbſtryQians in ber; and this, without 
ny ing Dunn gl, As Philo; 
2 125 thaf in natural Things, the 


. — their Efecto, by the Diſpaſ 


tion of their Le 33 we {ce that the 


Sun melts Wax, and. Clay; makes 
oe TIN. Pure, and White, ang gtherr 
We ſhall Aab up: this Head, with this 
one Obſeryation 3 That if the Loye of 
Chriſt ta, and his Union with his Church, 
is to be the ſtrict Pattern for a Man to Copy 
aſter, in hig Love of, and Unity with his 
Wife, as the Apaſtle does expreſly require; 
it muſt neceſſarily be admitted to be Man's 
Exemplar of matrimonial Loye and Unity jn 
every reſpect: From whence it will una- 
voidahly fallow, that in ſome Caſes 3 Man 


is, pot ſo much at Liherty whether to put 
away his Wife or not, as bound to put her 


away, from the Example of Chriſt himſelf, 


For if Chriſt, for certain Cauſes, ceaſes to 


own. any Church for his Spouſe, does for 


that Union which once was between them, 
as a from Scripture that he 


a undeniably 
doth : — by * Conſeq 


where 


auſes of Things hay excellent ſoeyer, are 


uence, 
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pacity care. in any teſpect reſemble the 
Church of Chriſt, or through 20 
becomes guilty of ſüch Crimes as catry-a. 
ſtrict Similitude and Parity with thoſe Offen- 
ces for which Chriſt does abandon any 
Church, no longer admitting her to be his 
Spouſe; in ſuch Caſe, a Man muſt either 
put away ſuch Wife, or he deviates from 
the Pattern of our Lord, in continuing to 
look on her as his Wife; at leaſt lies under 
no Obligation, from the Exariyi le of Chriſt, 
to Eſteem her any longer as his Wik, Who 
reſembles no Spouſe of Chrift; fave ſuch as 
have fallen away, and, for ſuch their Fall, 
been for ever rejected by him. And 
thus much of the Similitude of Marriage 
repreſenting the be ren, U nion en 
* and his Church. = 

Let us now ſee, as u. dhe other Hud uf 
Duty, that of Cohabitation, or thoſe Cor- 
poreal Acts which in Decency, the Apoftle, 

not willing to, expreſs in plain Terms, calls 
Benevolence: which Word, in its Etymo- 
logy, ſignifying an Affection of the Mind 
accompanying an Action, does implyg that 
together with the Bodily Operation, there 
muſt alſo be ſome Complacency of Imagina- 
Hons or ny ould'be. yery im- 
properly 
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mie Aaken 10 that AR ef the Fleſh, 
and diſtinguiſn it from Beſtial. That ſonie 
Delectution of Mind is, by the Creator not 
only allowed, but intended to accompany 
the Corporeat Ad, appears thus, that there 
is no Inelination or Affection originally im- 
planted in the Mind of Man, but what there 
is alſo ſome Means provided in Nature for 
the ſatisfying and gratifying of; © Every 
natural Deſire muſt have its natural Ob- 
« ject to anſwer that Deſire; or elſe the 
« Defire was made in vain; ban Re- 
« proach'-to our Wiſe Maker,“ ſays a 
leamed Divine of our Church: But now, 
there being no innocent Way of gratifying 
that Deſire what is implanted in Humane 
Nature to the Act of Generation (conſider'd 
abſtractedly as an Iuclination of 'the Mind) 
but by Cohabitation in Wedlock, it follows, 
that in Marriage, the Creator did intend the 
Satisfaction of that natural Affection of the 
Mind to be had: For if the Creator had 
deſigned, that Man ſhould perform the Duty 
of Marriage, meerly as a Duty, there had 
needed no more than a Command thereto, 
with a ſuitable Ability of Body; nor can 
it be ſaid, that over and above thoſe two, 

1 7 an 
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an Inclination. 1 Mind was wn W 
be implanted in Humane Nature, as the Spur 
or Motive without which the Action cayld 


other Dutics incumbent on Mankind, to 
which there is naturally no other Impulſe of 
the Mind, but the ſole Conſideration of 
God's Command thereto ; nay ſome, to 
which the Mind has (at lea ſince the Fall 
of Man) naturally an Averſion, rather than 
any Propenfity, and for which yet we are 
culpable in omitting the Performance, It is 
elear therefore, both that ſome degree, of 
Deleftation of Mind is to accompany the 
Corporeal Act, to render it properly, what 
the Apoſtle calls it, a Benevuo/ence; and alſo, 
that where there are ſuch unaltergble, in- 
nate, diſtaſtfyl Qualities in a Woman, as 
neceſſarily overcome all Endeayaur of the 
Husband to arrive at ſame degree of Deſire 
towards her, the Benevolence commanded by 
St. Paul, as thus explained, cannot be paid: 
And ſince that Impediment is fixed in the 
Nature of the Party to whom the Bene vo- 
lence ſhould be render d, the Gad of Na- 
ture cannot be preſumed, in ſuch Caſe, to 
require it; and without it, the Badily Act 
is in no reſpect different fram that of Beaſts, 
and is ſuch an Abaſement of the Humane 

Nature, 
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Nature, as we conceive the * couht 
never intend to fink it into. R 
When then, ;arlacible Lage den th 
all the Duties cnjoined the Hughand ta- 
wards his Wife do happen, we may believe 
that Ca does not require of un what, ac- 
cording to the very Frame of our Heings, 

mpoſed by himſelf, he has not given us Ss 

ility. to perform; and that conſequently, il 
in ſuch Caſe, a Man may with-good Con- | 
ſcience ſeparate himſelf from ſuch Woman. 

But, to make this Matter ſtill clearer, we 
will conſider, Fowrthly,. ſuch Objections to Fourthly. 
what has been ſaid, as we RY 
to meet ith ; and then conclude, ' 

And, Firſt, That altho' (according, as we ; Fi 
have repreſented, in conſidering the /acond 
End of Marriage) if a Man meets with ſuch 
a Wite, as, from ſome odious Qualities in 
her, does rather give his Mind a Bent to 
by compelling himſelf to frequent Ads of 
Carnality with her; and conſequently that 
that End of Marriage, the ayoiding Forni- 
cation, as it ſigniſies the Purity of the Mind, 
is not in ſuch Marriage attained ;" and that 
it would, for that Reaſon, be' juſtifiable in 
the Husband to forbear Cohabitation with 
his Wife: Yet the Wiſe being, by nich For- 
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and next for the Soul of his Neighbour : And 
he may much more reaſonably 
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bearance, render d liable to Temptation; the 
Husband ought to cohabit with her, not- 
withſtanding hig receiving no Benefit Niere | 
by, or the Inconveniences Tr, to weed 
ſelf by ſuch Cohabitation 

But to this it may be ſaid, That the Cure 
of a Soul being here the Thing under Con- 


fideration, it concerns every Perſon to pro- 
vide, firſt for the Good of his own Soul, 


that 
the Purity of her Soul will be eireſbiyiad by 
the good Providence of that God, 'who, by 
forming her ſuch as ſhe is, has deprived her 
of that Relief, for which Matrimony was 
given; than to expect, that in his vainly 


purſuing what from conſtant Experience he 
finds not attainable, he ſhould preſerye the 


Purity of his own Soul, in an Action, which, 
under the Circumſtances God has placed 
him in, he ſees no Reaſon to think God re- 
quires of him. And to give any Weight to 
this Objection, it muſt be firſt ſhewn, that 
the Obligation to Cohabitation is in force; 
but as we have made it appear reaſonable to 
believe, that the Obligation thereto, under 
ſuch Circumſtances as have been repreſent- 
ed, ceaſes ; then ſuch Cohabitation being 
no longer Hag, n 


ty] - 
Act, we think no Man may, for the pre- 
venting of hurt to the Soul of another, 
wilfully, and wncommandedly hazard his 
own Soul, by Acts which he N to 
be hurtful to it. 

Secondly, That the Apofile having 
mined in the Caſe, which of all others (as 
the Objectors would perſwade us) ſeems to 
carry ſome Reaſon for Separation, viz. that 
even Infidelity itſelf. (where the Wife by 
continuing with her Husband may corrupt 
his Children's Morals) is not a ſufficient 


Cauſe for putting away the Wife : That 


therefore no Husband nmy ſeparate from, 
or forbear Cohabitation with his Wife, 
Now, as we have before obſerved in ge- 
neral, the very great Abſurdities, moſt irre- 
verend to be attributed to the Divine Law- 
giver, which would follow from St. Paus 


Injunctions being univerſally binding; ſo we 


therefore think that this, no more than any 
of the reſt of the Matrimonial Duties is to 
be /o taken; but that the Reaſons given by 


the Apoſtle for not putting away an Infidel, 


do determine in hat Caſes it may be law- 
ful. St. Paul ſays, if the Heathen Husband 
or Wife be pleaſed to dwell. with the Be- 
liever; which Phraſe (be pleaſed) ſeems to 
intimate a complacent Diſpoſition in ſuch 

Heathen 


* 


e 


. N 4 9 
* 


[ 226 
Heathen to render him or herſelf an Accept= 
able Companion. And the Reafons given 
by the Apoftle, why fuch Infidel who is 
ſo pleaſed to dwell with the Believer, ſhall 
not be put away, being, firſt, that the 
Children of ſach Marriage are Holy, 5. e. 
are born Members of the Chriſtian Church, 
or by Birth have a right to be initiated 
thereinto, the heathen Husband being, as 
to his Iſſue, ſanctified in his Chriſtian Wife, 
and the Heathen Wife in like manner ſanc- 
tified in her Husband : And /zconddy, that 
the Chriſtian Husband may hope to be a 
Means of converting his Heathen Wife, by 
continuing to live in a peaceable chriſtian- 
like Manner with her; and the Chriſtian 
Wiſe after the fame Manner may fave her 
Husband ; The Reaſons therefore of fuch 
Continuance, being the Hopes of conyert- 
ing the Infidel to the Chriftian Faith, and 
thereby the ſaving of a Soul; and that the 
Children of ſuch Marriage do naturally re- 
ceive no Pollution from the Infidelity of 
their Heathen Parent : We conceiye, that 
when both theſe Reaſons ceaſe, viz. that 
when there is no longer any Hopes of con- 
verting the Infidel; and that when the 
Children, who by Birth have a Right to be 
of 1 Cheiſtian Church, hall, by the cor- 
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rupt\Ehdeayours of their Infidel Parent, 
Chriftids may leave the I»fidel, when their 
no longer Continuance together would have 
the quite contrary Effect to that for which 
St. Paul would have them not to ſeparate. 
And this weappt to be the true Senſe of 
the Apoſtle, for a Chriſtian not to put away 
an Infidel, both from the Reaſons he gives 
for their not ſeparating, and from the Ex- 
preſſion by him uſed, of the Husband or 
Wife being pleaſed to dwell : But that where 
theſe two Reaſons ceaſe, much more when 
the contrary t, that 


to them both is apparen 
then the Obligation of the Apoſtle's Com- 
mand, s 10 pas Su the Unbeliever, does 
intirely ceaſe. - 

But be this as it will ; e gt 6 
readily yield to the Opinion of thoſe who 
urge this, as if hi were the Caſe which of 
all others carries the ſtrongeſt Reaſon for a 
Separation : For we think there may be 
Caſes even ſtronger than this; as will eaſily 
be conceiyed by thoſe who will impartially 
confider what has been herein already laid 
down: 7 — 
going Arguments have made no Impreſſion, 
721K pntwntger; Pettarangs 


—_ oyer again in this Place. 
Third, 
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which our Saviour lays. And it being ous 
Duty to. ſubmit to the Laws of that Go- 


Apoſtles, or from a corrupt Church wilſully 


a greater Reſtraint than C has laid, E. 
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not greater, yet at leaſt the fame Reſtraints 
laid upon Men in the Matter of Diven 


vernment which the Providence of God has 


allotted us to be under, wie are thereſpre to 


ieſte under thoſe Reſtraintz. 
leed, if by the Laws of dhe. Land, 


f (of which we own the Eccleſiaftical-Laws, 
tho Popiſh, are part, for ſuch Cauſes as are 


cognizable by them, while thoſe Laws are 
not by Parliament aboliſhed) there were hut 


the ſans Reſtraint of Divorce or Separation 
laid, as is laid by our Bleſſed Saviour and 


his Apoſtles, in the true Meaning and In- 
terpretation of their Words, it were right 
as it ought to be: But if a greater Reſtraint 


be in our National Laws, either from a 


wrong Underſtanding of our Lord and his 


wreſting Scripture, the better to eſtabliſh 
Laws promoting any. ſecular End whatſo- 
ever; and by our Government having not 


yet ſo fully reſormed the: Practice of or 


Spiritual Courts, as to aboliſh, but ſtill act 
by thoſe Eecleſiaſtical. Laws which, lay 


Thirdly, That eee Cradle ; PE 
ſeaſtical: Laws of this: Land, there , 
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from: Theuwte y, that ho- mch ever 
particular Perſons are bound to ſubmit tao 


* 1,29; 24 
cs be deprined of tht Beate From . 
right ty, 2 might have Redieſs | 


the Laus of that Nation which the Provis 
dene of God bas oe them under, while 
— oa think fit to 1 04 or 
altet ſuch Laus; that yet it. is juft Cauſe 
for . pious Chriſtian's Heart, if not 
openly to complain, yet to bew 

Hangs omen mor rrp och 2 
late their Natianai Eaws by thoſe of 7 
and thereby ive room for 4 legal Releaſe 
from fuch infippomable Burthens, as the 
Laws of ur:B2/fed: Savibur have giveh 4 
Releaſe from y inſteid of tying Men down, 


by an unjuſtifiable Reſtraint, under à Bür- 


then not laid on them from GC: And even 
while ſuch a Reſtraint, beyond d the Laws:of 
Chriſty ifs by the- Lino any Nation laid, 
we think that the Duty of Sudjection to no 


Humatie Law cam be ſuch, as to debar Per- 


ſons, with a: good Conſtierice'i the Sight 
of God, from \givirig rh-mſotver" ſuch Relief 
as em be had, conſiſtently! with forbearance! 
of any Courſe or Fractide forbidden by Di 
9 Law. 


Now, 


Now, That's the Lows ef eh Nation; "ts 
they at preſent ſtand, do hy a great Ne- 
- ftraint than the Laws of God, 19 ce | TY 
becauſe, according to our Eccleſiaſtical Bi 
_ (which, as has been ſaid, is accounted 
Law of the Land in Caſs cognizrable by it) 
a Diſſolution of the Zend of Marriage can- 
not be, even for Adultery ; while yet /ach 
Diſſolutions have not only been within our 
own Memory, by ſpecial Leave of the Le- 


giſlature, wich certainly the Legifſature 


did not grant to thoſe particular Perſons, $ 


but upon a fall Conviction of its Lawfilliieſs | 
by the Laws of Chriſti to all Chriftlans :' - 
but alſo, ſuch Diffolution might have been 
obtained in the ordinary Courſe of Pro- 
cecdings in our Spiritual Court, had the 
aſore-· mentioned Canons been cftabliſhed by 
Act of Parliament to have been the Law of 
thoſe Courts; and which: altho* never fo 
eſtabliſhed, yet ſhew the received Opinion 
to ha ve been, in that Time of our Charch's 
reſorming herſelf, by the pure Word of 
God, from the Corruptions of the Church 
of ' Rome, that Marriage was not, by the 
Laws of the Goſpel, ſo indiſſoluble is the 
Impoſitions of that  Antivbriſtian "Chitrch = 
had made it; and is fill conceived to hs; in 
the general Opinion of the Members of bur 


OWN 


++; 
* 


| Wan Faik 8 


Marriage, but by Application to the Hi 


src 


under rom ov 
to act 5 
what 4 5 Kent boy under, 92. 
at A ee of Big: 
ceedings in thoſe Courts, 2 Liberty of 


ſecond Marriage could. not be obtained, yet 


in the Roman Church a Power reſted in the | 


Biſhop of Rome to grant a D 
e 


Diſpenſation, Acceſß! . 
had: Whereas to ee e 
tion, who owns no Power in that Prelate 

within theſe Dominions, yet who from Scrip- 

ture believes Marriage „ Difolvabl, 1555 
remains, after x Divorce for Adultery 7 Toro 
Mena, no Method to obtain a 


Court o Parliament; which, as it has 15 
certain determined Periods of affemblin 
b the Witt of the Sovereign, . — 
3 of its Meeting, and the 
Continuance 


af « * ſhould n a ge N as ſcanda- 
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Continuance of, its Seſſions; ſo may thee 
be ſuch long Intervals, or. ſuch wort Sit- 
prive the Subject of Opportunity to make 
- ſuch Application, or obtain ſuch Permiſſion, 
it not being paſt Memory, What long Inter- | 
miſſions of Parliament have been in the 
Rejgns of former Princes, and (what Appre- 

enfions in the People, of longer if not a 
perpetual Ceſſation of ſuch Aſſemblies; in 
which Caſe, a Proteſtant Subject could 
neyer have obtained that Liberty, which 
yet, by the Laws of Chrift, he has an un- 
doubted Right unto. bi 

And altho' it is not our Buſineſs toe en- 
qui ire for what Reaſons our Law-givers have 
never yet thought fit to give a general Per- 
miſſion for putting away of Wiyes for Adul- 
tery, and marrying again after ſuch putting 
away; nor doth it become a Perſon of our 
private Rank and Station to preſume to lay 
our Sentiments before that Auguſt Body: 
yet we conceive, that the Legiſlature s keep- 
ing that Special Leave in its own Power 


(how wiſely ſoever it acts in ſo doing) can- 
not be for the Reaſon ſome Men 


do conjecture, T hat if Divorces even for 
7 Adultery were truſted in any other, they 
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y commo a they were in our Bleſ- 
« ed Lord's Days; ' becauſe it cannot be 
preſumed t the Legiſlature could ever 
eſteem itſelf iſer- than the God of Wiſ- 


dom, who yet, when he, vouchſafed to be 


himſelf a Legiſlator to his Elect People, did 
not think fit, for the avoiding that Licence 
which his Omniſcience muſt foreſee would 
happen, becauſe. in fact it did happen in 
practice among that People, to forbear give 
ing ſuch a General Law to' his People, of 


which Law the common Courts of Juſtice, - 
if not the Particular Perſons intereſted were 


to have the executive Power. 
And whoever rightly conſiders, will foo 


find it to be a Miſtake, that the Scandalouſe 
neſs of Divorce amongſt the Jeu in our 


Saviour's Time, for every trifling Cauſe, 
proceeded from a General Law having been 
granted by Moſes for Divorce, and from the 
Executive Power thereof having been veſted 
either in the Ordinary Courts, or in the 
Husband himfelf ; when in reality, the 
Source of all their ſcandalous PraQtices lay 
not in that, but in the falſe Interpretations 
put upon that Law by their Ralen, the 
Expounders of their Law, the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who had, by their Expoſitions, 
u it to ſuch Cauſes as were never 
K 3 by 
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b their iſlator in 0 chat 
Fi granted, and in thoſe l Es Rom 


haying been received as the true Kh 
thereof, by ſuch as had the Executive 


Power of tha Law: And while their Law 
flood /> expounded, the like ſcandalous 
Practices would have been, had the Execu- 
tion of the Law refted only in their Supreme | 
Court, the Great Sanhedrin : And, on wr 

contrary, without the Help of thoſe falſe 
Gloſſes (which, as we haye ſaid, were made 
by their Rulers, not by the Propl ) ſuch 
ſcandalous Practice would not have been, 
whereſoever the Executive Power had been 
intruſted. And therefore, ſhould a General 
Law be now made, impowering the Inferior 
Courts of this Nation to grant that Liberty 
of ſecond Marriage after Lacltery, which is 
granted by the Goſpel, we think no ſuch 
ſcandalous ee could follow in 
this Nation, as did amongft the Jews, both 
for the Reaſan. already given, and likewiſe, 
that we ſeldom find our Inferior Counts of 
Juſtice to deviate ſo far from the true Senſe 
of any Act of Parliament, as bath any pa- 
rity wich the Corruptions in matter of Di- 
vorce among the Jeus: Or could they be 
ſuppoſed fo to do, they would be con- 
. under the Comptroul of the Legilh- 


ture, 


therefrom. ; ' of which — every 
Pretace of our Church being a 


pious Intent of ſuch Law, could not long 
eſcape unperocived, and redreſſed by the 
Legiſlative Power. 

And in 'Truth, Whatever the bad Conſe- 
quences may be, of letting the offending 
Party Marry again, if People on both Sides 
grow weary of cach other; yet if the Boyd, 
the Vinculum Matrimonis be by the Laws 
of God &i/otved, ele Privy belag free may 
Marry again; and the C are to 
be truſted to the All-wife Diſpoſal and Per- 
miſhon of that God, who foreſaw whatever 
bad Conſequences could follow, either from 
the Liberty now granted under the Goſpel, 


or that Liberty (whether the fame or great- 
er) which was formerly grented under the 


_ paſt for the Diſſolution of Marriages, by all 
of which, equal Permiffion was given to the 
Cuilty as well as Swwocent Party to Marry 
again. And well was ſuch their Permiſſion 

K 4 grounded 
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after. à legal Divorce, Marry agam; for 
when our Lord ſays, that whoſo Marrieth 
her (the ending Party) which is put u 
(except it be for - Fornication )": commutteth 
Adultery; it is concluded; that if à Man 
Marrieth a Woman who in put away for 
Fornication, he does not commit: Adultery. 
And the only Reaſon that the Compoſets of 
the aforeſaid' Canons could have, to confine 
the Liberty of ſecond to the lxno- 
cent Party (if ſo they did) muſt be, to hin- 
der that Wickedneſs which, through a ve- 
hement carnal Deſire of change, a licentious 
Perſon might wilfully commit, in order to 
_ attain his unlawful Ends, if thereby he 
could be ſet at Liberty to ꝓurſue them} and 
therefore, both for prevention of fuchiCrime, 
and as à Puniſhment thereof if committed, 
although the Bond of his ſormer | Marriage 
was in ſtrictneſo, by the Laws of God diſ- 
ſolved, yet as it! i 
by his own wilful — they, by 
thoſe Canons, took from him that Liberty, 
which only his on actual Voluntary Sin 
had led him into, and which, without ſuch 
bile, he had been reſtrained; from: Which 
. the only n art could ik 
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tde Innocent Party. Aud if the bad Co 


quences which may follow, even from C 


luſtom between the Parties, were to be con- 


ſider d ſo far as to deny the Li 


iberty given, 
by the Laws of Chrift, it would hold a 
ſtrongly againſt the Legiſlatare's' granting 
any Special Leave, as againft a General 
Law, ſaving that the Execution of ſuch 
: General” Law” would reft in the Inferior 
8 Con more liable to Corruption than the 

High Court of PARTLIAM EN T can be 
imagined capable of; which yet could make 
no great variation in the Inoomveniencies of 
ſuch Colluſion, which might be ſo artfully 
managed by both the Parties, as to be 4 
much out of the reach of the 
an 'of 'the "Inferior Court, to Uiſcover or 
detect 


—B— ra 


the Time is ſhort. And from thence, ſome, 

not duly eonſidering to what the Apoſtle 
chiefly — by thoſe Words, would 
draw an Argument to bear patiently what = 
ever Affliftions are met with in Wed- 
lock, hho Leal _ Releaſe here. 


the la re that: ee 


— It is faid dy St. "Pail, that _ 
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Heb. x. 


: His principal Intent, in urging 
the furen.of Tame, ſcoms to he, d 
the Minds of Chriſtians in a gun. 
and Indifferency towards a Tem- 
rather than as an Argument 
to forbear ſeeking ſuch Relief as might be 
innocently had from AﬀiQions arifing pecu- 
Hgrly from the Married State, to which it 
is no more particularly applied by him, than 
to whatever Croſſes and Uneaſineſſes we 
meet withal on other Accounts: And doubt- 


leſs /o, the Conſideration of the ſhortneſs. of 


our Pilgrimage through this World, and 
the Hopes of an Eternal Life of Happineß, 


is a very perſuaſive and comfortable Argu- 


ment, both in Religion and Reaan, to un- 
dergo patiently whatever Trials the Provi- 
dence of God ſees fit to Exerciſe us with. 
But before this can, on ſure Grounds of 
Comfort, be applied to any particular Gale, 
we are to conſider the Natare of the Evil 


| befallen us; which if it be ſuch as we cannot 


innocently ſeck a Redreſs from, whether 
the Evil. come from the Appointment or 
Permiſſion only of God, we are then to ex- 
erciſe that Patience in doing and ſuffering 
the Will of Gad, which the Apoſtle tells 
us * in order to inberis tbr 
Promiſes, 
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as we do not find to be 3 
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| 
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der it, in eee, 3 our 
Sufferings, that it becomes the Sin of Pre- 
ne to expect the Divine Providenoe 
to ſupport us undet an Affliction which he 
has otherwiſe furniſhed us with a Redreſs 
from, and which our wilfully to 
accept of, or fly to, is tempting, not traf 
him. And although it be our Duty to exer- 
ciſe our Paticnce under ſuch kind of Croſſes 
and Troubles we meet withal in Wedlock, 
to be juſtifiable Grounds 
for Separation, rather than ſeparate for every 
did of old; yet as in the Body 
there are ſuch. Diſcaſes and Inſections as will 
unavoidably deſtroy it, being ſo violent as 


that chat Natural Diſpoſition of the Body | 


which is abſolutely neceſſary to continue the 
vital Union of the Soul to it, can no longer 
be conſerved : 8o there may be ſuch ex- 
tream Degrees and Exceſſes of thoſe Fuſſiom 
and Aſſections to which the M of Man 


— 


- 
. | 
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G cir" Solis to bes ; 0h under K wwe 
conceive we are rather to ſsek Bt ſich Re- 
lief as we can reaſonably think the Divine 
Mercy has furniſhed us with, than reckon it 
our Duty to ſtrive to undergo what the Pa- 
tience of humane Nature was never, by the 
Author of Nature, adapted to. And thoſe 
who teach, that becauſe without Trials 
there would be no need of Patience, there- 
fore in all Trials we are to have recourſe on- 
ly to that Remedy ; talk more like Stoicks, 
a Sect whoſe Doctrines receive no Counte- 
nance from any Precept or Pattern of our 
Saviour, than like Men begirt with ſuch 
innocent Frailties, as God himſelf did not 
diſdain to ſuffer his Humanity to be Subject 


to, when he became Man. 
"Fifth, The Power over each athers 


Boch, mentioned by St. Paul, although 
taken by ſome for a Proof of the Indiſtole- 
bleneſs of Marriage, yet is by others with 
as great Reaſon underſtood to be ſpoken as 
a Prohibition of Polygamy, that the Power 
which either hath over the other's' Body, 
denotes a ſule Power in him or herſelf, and 
to expreſs that the ſaid Power is not to be 
in Partnerſhip with others, as in Caſe of 
Polygamy it would be: Or if that Power 
is to be taken ſtrictly and literally, of an ab- 
10 ſolute 


.“ ]] —ô—·*»‚C‚ qäqę . Arr 1 


N. | dT. 
ſolute Power of either Party over the Body - 
of the other, might, and probably would 
by: ſome be ſo arbitrarily exerciſed, pigs 
be inconſiſtent both; with Reaſon 
1 
ly Farticularized; and therefore muſk nat be 
underſtood. abſolutely and reſtrifiruety,. 


nond, as through his, whole Diſcourſe, of 
Divoxce,.! in, his Practical Catechiſm, he 
ſeems to look on Marriage as ſolely ieſpect- 
ing the Hoch, excluſive of, that Society, 
Help apd., Comfort of Mind, , which. our 
Church, mentions 36 que End, and which, we 
have ſhewn to be the. chief End thereof; 
but which that Reverend Divine is pleaſed 
to paſs, over untegerded: . conformably 
to ſuch, his Cor he hath ſomething 
ſo ſingular, as, deſeryes particular Notice. 
For, aft us there can be no Cauſe 
Oh Be 4” ifiable.for 5 as Adul- 
tery, he adds, that the Inconvenience of 
„living with a Wik ho bas been falſe 
« to the Bed, is beyond even that of liying 
« with one who. has attempted the Life of 
« her Huzband.” For ſupport of which, Po» 
ſition, be. quotes the Words of Solomon, 


« Love: is; firong as Deaths, Fealen ir 501. Sorg 
8 er eee; the Coals thereof arg vii. 6. 


« Coals 


Sixtbly, The much eſteemed r Sixthly. 
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4 tisfied that ſhe 'hath ſo, the Difgrace 


* or may do, Chriſt 


* 


1 e 

thence argues, ® that 
« 4 continual Jealouſy this cauſed; makes 
« 4 Me Tig a very Hel, fir worſe than 
«. Death, than the meet 
« of Death, and that th6' ſhe hath' te 
« of her Falſeneſs, and the Husband be fa- 


tie) 


« thereof will be yet more unſupportuble 
« than' that" poſſible Danger of loſing his 
« Life: ' Whereas tho” the Wiſe have at- 
„ tempted the Liſe of ber Husband," y et it 
4 being not 1 
4 {9 patiiſhable as the AR, and may by 
4 R be repaired! again, arid the 
«-reft of the Life be the more hap 
« comfortable with ſack a Fenitent : 
« that Chriſtanity cotniriands us to contenin 
« -L.ife when it comes in with 
Obedience to Chrift, which here it doth 
not to 
ee ir thy Cauſe but Fornication : 

« That if's Man dd thus de by ths Finds 
© of his Wiſe, Boar nel ip 


Ae 18e h. 


you ee e mars uh 


/ N 
« nid ichink tte "there alt when" 
ce" ured.” | 
The are the Doors W Weich 
in reſpect to to the jiiſt Elleem the Wotkd has 
or the Memory of his great Learning and 
ke and the Obligation of Charity to ca 
A oyer the involuntary Deſcch und 
Miſtakes of the Dead, we thoolt rather to 
leave to the Reader to make ſuch Obſervi- C 
tions and Reflections upon, as he ſhall j | 
ſuch Poſitions Ye open to; than to give 
Anfwer as they would naturally Kd w 
We hall therefore only obſerve, Firft, that Firſt. _ 
as the Doctors Opinion, is .contradiftory to 
an Which is admitted for Truth 
by che God of Truth, Now fr hs, end A 
the Father of Lies, dei Pr 
that Yds bath i Big . fe 
So is i directly o "eh Opinion of 
thoſe great Men' who conipoſed the abe 
mentioned Canons of King” Eduard the 2 
Sixth: By which, for an Attempt, of one 1 
Party upo Ln the LE of the other, bath, a WO 
Dio wb a Second Marriage might be 
had, as Being (fy thoſe 95 9 4 * 


e > 1 


nar ca gry 
for 


* 45 cannot be together, it is fit, a, 
ing. to St, Paul's Doctrine, that Se 
ee A bet 2 
other Crimes before. | 


riage. — Majorem enim coryugt, 
riam WG que, 3 LF 

prignat, 9 0 0 1 85 
ugis eximit, tat 
pe Holt 5 Nec inter its ullum Cor 

potef inter quos. . 

lum cogitari, 2 75 &. merui, im tar 
un} non, poffunt eſſe, juxts, Paul Dadtri 


nam difſolyi par ft, — Et cdm, in hoc, m 


A 


Thirdly. 


in chis ſuperioribus delictis hoc teneri places, ut 
Solutæ Perſone novas (ſi velint) Nuptiarum 


. conditiones, legant. Secondly, We obſerve, 


that as the Doctor, in his State of Celibacy; 
could. make no. Judgment of the Comſorts 
or Aſflictions of Marriage; from experience, 
but ſolely from what ive Ideas he 
had framed to himſelf thereof; ſo is it not 
to be wonder d at, that he never enter 7 into 


eue of Like, of which he ſeemed to have 


no but of thy. mean oof its. 
On %S And, Thirdly, W. | 
* the Truth of what we pak: 

for, 


of this Life from * being - 


the Jealouſy ariſing from the Wiſe's Adul- 
tery, altho! repented of, to make a Man's 
Liſe a meer Hell, he unawares admits ſome 
kind of Torment to be inſupportable to a 
Husband s Mind : If then, inſtead of con- 
fining all Torment of Mind in 
to that one Carnal Cauſe, as he hos 
we extend it (as with great Reaſon we-may) 
to other Cauſes (and particularly to the very 
_ Cauſe by him mentioned, the Danger of the 
Husband's Life) as much more oppoſite to 
the Peace and Comfort of a Husband's 
Mind, than that which relates to the Body 
only, our Argument is / ſupported even by 
this Reverend Divine, tho' probably not 
intended by him: For let the Torment of 
a Husband's Mind, from the Jealouſy, or 
Conviction rather, of bis Wife's Unfaith- 
fulneſs, be never ſo great; yet we can never 
yield, that with regard to the Man himſelf, 
that Torment can be greater than what his 


Mind may be.-oppreſs'd with from. other. 


e Or where that is the Torr | 
L ment 


„ WW I 2 
1 merit a Mind can, wur reſpect to iel, vt 
| ſuſceptible of, i muſt be a Mind 'abIndoh'd 
bl | to Senſuality : To itſelf we fly, fbr tit the 
tormenting Coniideratioms iriffits; in u "Man's 
Mind, with reſpect to the fpuriòis fire Uf 
his Wife's Adutrery, is what affeds The 
Husband's Pofttriry br. Finnily, und not 
(strictly Pei) B. — 
it touches that Affectioh of Mind ebe head 
to 22 Relatives : But few vr hoe pr. 
bably there be, that when they immgite 
themſelves to bear a greater be for 
their m6ſt Dear Relitives tan for them- 
ſelves, will find it more than'a Pallaoy and 
Deception of Thought, if they ſiſt into the 
very Foundation and Bottom theredf; 'n6r, 
were it fo, could it be any Virtue, becauſe 
not required by. ScriÞture' or Reaſon, in the 
Former ' whereof; the Love bf :ontſebves is 
ſet as the Standard or E for our Love 
of others, and thereſore muſt be 8 tif 
not ſuperior thereto. 
Conclu- To conclude, with a brief 


y. of 


ben. hat his been aid. *A „fe, accörding to 
the Hebrew, is to be underſtood f a g 
Wife, as a great Divine of dur ChHrurch tells 
Comber, U, add inſtances from Prov. xvili. 22. Thi 
N ſudub a Wife (that is ægvod Wife) fnueth 
oy” god Thing. To ine (ſays he) [that 


an 


— . 6 
Len Wig Kee ie at all, se 


eferys that hanguraþle Appellation. And 
De © is 04- 
wrally incapghle to act 23 a Wife, fa fer 
e be fg, ad if totally ingapaþle, 
Kems in ſuch Caſe, um the 
Mature e the Berſen, b At 
if, hy an habitual undutifal Negortment, 
and Ber vetſeneſi af Mal, ſhe omits every 
Duty ofa Wiſe, has no regard to her Mar- 
3 the ſeems, in ſuch Caſe, vir- 
tual, if not expres! to deſert ot depart, 
and Hen 1elaſr her Hyghapd, who is 


then, accarding to the not under c. 
Bandage. Nu 5 


Where then, 2 Man who enters intg Mar- 
riage upgn 8 full and deliberate Conſiderg- 
tion of the Duties be is thereby to take 
upon himſelſ, and purſues that Conſiders- 
tion, by very aſſidhous Endeayours, both 
t perform his own Pan, and ale, in all 
the Ways he can conceiye to he moſt likely, 
to mould his Wife into the undertaking and 
diſcharging the Duties incumbent on Her 
— yet meets with One, whole. both 
of Mind, and — of ee 
whom, af 


Y ch, as. 
Tron he nds cg Fo! of Marriage i 


far from being io any degree | Wk. 
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capable of & 
Fear and Nurture” 
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chat the Reverſe of them al is inevitable; 
viz. Firſt, that the is not only in- 
her Children in the 
the Lord, and to the 
Praiſe of bis Ho, Name, or of taking care 
of them in any Temporal ReſpeR ; but En- 
deavours, or at leaſt endangers the Corrup- 


tion of their Morals, by the evil Notions 


ſhe infuſes into them. to the Hurt both of 
their Souls and Bodies. Secondly, that ſhe 
has ſuch odious innate Qualities, as check all 


'/ complacent Deſire towards her; and are ra- 


ther a Snare and Temptation to lead a Man 
into ſome Irregularity of Mind, in compel- 
ing himſelf to frequent Cohabitation with 
her, than any Remedy againſt Fornication 
in the true Goſpel Senſe thereof. And, 

Thirdly, that ſhe is ſo far from endeayouring 
to be any Society, Help, or Comfort to him, 

as that ſhe makes herſelf the direct contrary 
to each and every of them: By all Rules of 


Reaſon it muſt of conſequence follow, that 


ſuch Woman cannot deſerve the Honourible 


Appellation of a Wife. _ 

And when we conſider, that Bader the 

giving of any Written Law, both Polygamy 

* and Divorce were the Practice of God's 
People, who being neareſt to the Time 


"The Inftitution of _—_ were moſt 
likely 


were conſiſtent with the 


wee ws anus them in the Praffice 


A. 


"Tow 7 


likely r and 
by whoſe Practice only it is, boch that we 


can now-attuin to any Knowledge of what 
was the moſt ancient Und of the 


Nature and Furce of that Ordinance, and 


alſo may from chat their PraQtice juſtly con- 
clude, that cither Poly gamy and Diyorce 
Inſtitution, 
or that they were granted by ſome imme- 
diate Diſcovery of God's Will to them, how- 
ever now unknown to us in what Manner 
'twas revealet. 

And that when n Low Vis oft 
given, a Diffolution of the Bond of Mar- 
riage, was therein Enacted for more Cauſes 
than Adultery : and this, not to gratify 


the irregular exorbitant Deſires of a' hr. 


hearted People, but as a merciful Remedy 
for inſupportable Burthens, incompatible 
with the 2 of Marriage, in its Tres 
Intent and Deſign. 1 

That the Fo was again. FAO by 
the Prophet Malachy; and put in Practice 


by the People of Hrael, at the Inſtigation of = 


the Reviver of their Law, the Prophet 
Ezra, and this the more remarkably, for 
being done at the very time when their 
Temple was but juſt rebuilt, and that Pro- 
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of their Auweg bwl Laws deliver 
theie Forefathers from God by Moſes. 
That, under the Gehe Piſpauſatiun, our 
Blefſed Lord himſelf declares the BR of 
Marriage te be De/woabe ; ang, in the 


moſt prabable Updertiapding of his Words, 
allows that Niſſal vahleneſß to be for gare 
Cauſes than Adyltery : Apd that his Great 
Apaſtle gt. Day! does expreſly allqw g Dif: 
ſolution gf the Hound to be in ots other 

Caſe than Adultery, viz. tas Neſart ian. 
That, by Analogy of Reaſqn, jt ſhqulg 
A follow, that * in jul 2 Fer 
a Second Marriage js granted for the 
Evil of Adultery — Del. ertion, ſame Re- 
dreſs ſhould be had for other Hpile, 38 
inconſiſtent with ſome of the Ends of Mar 
riage, as thoſe two Crimes are with Her, 
of its Ends: And that (notwithQanding the 
Corruptions of the Ramen Ganon-Lavws, 
which for the Sake of Papal Niſpenſations, 
and the filthy Lucre which thereby that 
Church acquired, the Diſſolution of Mar- 
riage was abrogated eyen in caſe of Adyl- 
tery, fave where by ſuch Diſpenſation it 
could be procured; and that, through a De- 
ſect in our Reformation, our Eocleſigſtical 
Courts continuing to act by the Lays of 
that hun, an Opinion is thence itil Kept 
| up» 


{ 151 ] 

up, . bf tit Inffolbifity of the Bend ef 
Marrite ʒ but yet that) it the iyþpy Time 
of our Church ſhakilng off the Ufarpetiom 
and Corroptions of thit depraved Church, 
and reſormig herſelf ty the unerring Wit. 

[+ ten Word df God, it was the Opiriton'of our 
Reformers, tiirt tHe Bond of Marriage w 
difſol vd, not only by Adwltery or Hofer. 
tron, But by Crael Uſage, 9nd by an 2 
tempt of the one Party upon the Life of the 

other: And that altho the Catork Com- 
poſed in that Time· of our Reformation, were 
never-<ftabliſhed by Act of Parliainełit th be 
the ſtanding Haw df bor Bpiritull Corte, 
yet ſuch bath been the 
giftature, that for -Deſtrtion after a bertain 
Diſtance of Time, a Second Marriage is 
alldwdble by the ordinary Gee of Thaw ; 
and tHit (white for Reaſ6ns t belong; 
to us to enqulre into, Why it u t wer 
thought Rt toegrant a OE 
Divoree, yet) in pia! Gaſes dt Hattu gra- 

ed a tun een w 'thie'of onthe 
Party, in che Caſe of Adultery; und that 
for Hard Ufage it hath gtanted a Powerito 
eren the Twſt#or Party, the Sir; Wife, 
to live in Separation, fm under the Sub- 
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Married State, by the Apoſtles of our Lom 
in their ſeveral Epiſtles, thoſe Apoſtles are 
to be taken as ſpeaking of the State of 
Marriage in general, and not as declaring an 
Obligation to thoſe Duties in all Caſes; un- 

der whatſoe ver concurrence of Circumſtances 
may happen in particular Marriages; and 
much leſs as defining what are the Excep- 
tions which may be | from their General 
Rules. 

And that in how poſitive, expel and 
full Terms ſoever, any Duty is laid down in 
Holy Scripture, yet is it to be underſtood 
| with ſuch Neceſſary Reftrifions and Limita- 
= tions as ariſe from ' the Reaſon of the Com- 
i mand, th" vs" of hee 
1 | Matter. 

Theſe Things e and duly 
weighed; we think we may juſtly and 
piouſly conclude, That a Marriage cannot 
be eſteemed to exif, when none of its Ends 
are attainable; and that the Dutzes of that 
State cannot be obligatory on a Perſon un- 
der a moral Impoſſibility of paying them, 
that Impoſſibility ariſing not from any Fault 
of the Party himſelf; And that therefore, 
altho' by the ſtanding Laws of the Land, a 
Man cannot be ſeparated from the moſt in- 
tolerable ER. by obtaining a Lega Diſ 
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vt thee rears 15 
dience he may in ſach Caſe ſeparate him- 
£16 e thiol be whine bent e 
any Legal Penalties from the Laws he lives 
under Subjection to: And that, 'when from 
incunble Weakneſs'of Mind d Weman cow. 
not, and frem perverſe Stubborneſs of Spirit 
the will not pay any of that Subjection, 
Submiſſion, Obedience or Reverence which 
is enjoined her, and which by her Marriage 
Vows. ſhe has bound herſelf” unto: When 
the Love commanded the Husband, cannot 
(through ſome invincible Tmpediment in 
the Wife) be wrought -in him; when' the 
Benevolence required of him, cannot (for 
the like Cauſe) in the true Senſe thereof be 
paid: That then a Man may piouſly be- 
lieye, that as to him thoſe Duties are not "4 
obligatory, and that as to hint. Paul does os 41 
not ſpeak to caſt a Snare upon ut, but for 5 | 
that which it comely; and that, if by con- 
tinuing with ſuch a Wife, we cannot attend _ 
upon the Lord without Diſtraction, that 
then, inſtead of glorifying him by vain En- 
cauſe more than according to the very Frame 
of our Natures in their Original Compoſi- 
tion we can do; it will be rather to the 
Glory of his Mercy and Goodneſs to live 

| ö £ | chaſte, 


| bs TW | fre]. . 
king. | which he Gat of Toms Seng under Jyclt 
_ Circumſtances, to have, in his Great Om. 
paſſion called uc. And ' whatſoever he. 
World thall judge, who, in fuch Coe 
dan hardly dive ſo thoroughly into-all the 
| ſecret Springs, and continual, Moyemeatg,” 
ME ET only be | known to God, and the” | 
Party himſelf, and which yet muſt-necalls- 
; zily be known, 10 judge juſily therging 
when a. Man dees thus ſeparate himſelf, we m 
Rom. xiv. are not to judge anather Man's Servants, © 
4 who is to /tand.or fall to his own Maſter, 2 
according to. the,Singerity, of his own - 
and Heart, and therafore needs .reckon ,t 
; Cor. iv. but. a acpiſuall N hing te be jalgethof Man's 
3, 4 Jadgment, for he that Judgeth. hm 10 _ 
Ver. 3. Lord, who, when the Time N , 
Loth bring 10 light the wil wr "2 
. Darkneſs, and will make man "M0 
"i of the Heart. And if, 1 as 
diligent Endeaygurs torinform his a 
aright, the Counſels of that Manis . 
ver. 5. have been ſincere. and: upright, he H, thes 
have Praiſe of G And in the mean 
2 John while, if bis eart.candenmn'i WH W 
in. 21. notwithſtanding Whatever t. the 
ere 2 ped vn, him, bow Calo 
1 rhg 7 IN I. . 
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